
With the next edition, the
Wrangell Sentinel and the Peters-
burg Pilot will discontinue the
Posted Fuel Notice that has been
published in both papers since
October 2015.

Fuel prices were more volatile
then and the price fluctuation was
of more interest to the public.

The retail price is clearly mar-
ket driven and both Wrangell and
Petersburg have competing ven-
dors in each community. It’s ob-
vious that the size of the market
and the distance from the refinery
will continue to influence the
prices consumers pay at the
pump in both towns.

Absent new information, we
see no need to continue the
weekly notices.

The search to find an electri-
cal superintendent in Petersburg
has narrowed to three appli-
cants, coming after a borough
screening committee started
with 10, a number the manager
called low last week. 

There were two internal ap-
plicants and eight external who
sent resumes to the borough
with interest in Petersburg’s
Power & Light superintendent
job. 

Since December 20, four
withdrew their applications for
unknown reasons, and then
three are “moving forward in the
process,” Deputy Clerk Mindy
Swihart said in an email. 

The internal applicants are
Scott Newman, the interim
Power & Light superintendent,
and Bob Ziemke, who’s been a
mechanic and power plant oper-
ator with the department since
1997, according to his applica-
tion. 

The external applicant is An-
thony Pollard, a staff engineer

from North Carolina. Pollard
was an assistant manager and
engineer at an electrical system
in Tennessee from 1995 to 2002,
according to his application. He
went on to be a right-of-way

specialist for about 12 years,
where he says he managed 35
employees. In June of 2014,
Pollard was the electric opera-
tions superintendent in North
Carolina for about a year until
he became a staff engineer. 

“My background in the elec-
tric utility industry has included
positions in which I have super-
vised employees and contractors
in the daily operation of a util-
ity,” Pollard wrote in a letter to
the borough. “I have not only
supervised the outside opera-
tions, but currently design addi-
tions to the electric system in
distribution design.” 

Newman, who’s the foreman
in Petersburg, started a lineman
career in 1984, according to his
application. He worked in Utah,
Oregon, Wyoming and Idaho
until 2008. He later started work
in Petersburg, and then took
over as interim superintendent
this summer. 

“From 2003-2008 I was a
Foreman for Sturgeon Electric
supervising three to four crews,
consisting of two to four men at
a time,” Newman wrote in a let-
ter to the borough. “ … I have
extensive experience in dealing

with the public and contractors
regarding scheduled work or
outages, bidding, and planning
jobs.” 

Ziemke says his more than
20 years experience in Peters-
burg speaks for itself.

“I have an excessive net-
work,” Ziemke wrote in a letter
to the borough, “of diesel gener-
ation, hydro and electrical pro-
fessionals that are a great source
of information and aid in most
scenarios that occur in the
Power & Light industry.”  

Before working with Power
& Light, Ziemke spent about 11
years working as a truck driver,
forklift operator and mechanic.
He listed nearly 15 goals for an
electrical superintendent, in-
cluding communicating with the
assembly, borough manager and
public. He included goals to re-
duce outsourcing of electrical
work in town, negotiating the
lowest possible power rates and
decreasing workforce downtime
to maintain safety. 

The hiring process was dis-
cussed at an assembly meeting
last week, where Assembly-
member Jeff Meucci asked
whether the borough would re-

advertise the superintendent po-
sition with different qualifica-
tions to get a “larger cross
section of folks,” he said. 

At this, Borough Manager
Stephen Giesbrecht said it
would be a decision made by the
screening group. He suggested
removing the salary from the ap-
plication as to not dissuade ap-
plicants from even submitting or
to ask the assembly to approve
an increase to it. 

“Problem is,” Giesbrecht
started, “I don’t know if that’s
what’s generating a lack of --
eight external applications for
this job isn’t very good. So we
are going to re-look at the ad.” 

Giesbrecht then suggested --
if the borough re-advertises -- to
look into hiring military veter-
ans who potentially have expe-
rience running a power plant
overseas. 

The problem is there doesn’t
seem to be any one place you
can go to reach out to the mili-
tary and say ‘hey do you have
anybody that’s coming out that
might be looking for work?’”
Giesbrecht said. “We’ll see. It
may be a long, drawn out
process.”

Page 14  Pilot  December 28, 2017 Pilot   December 28, 2017 Page 3About Town City

Cement siding
ALASKA

FIBRE INC.
9.3 Mile Mitkof Hwy.

AkFibre.com  •  772-2173
Mon - Fri 8am — 5pm  Sat - Sun 10am — 4pm

PETERSBURG FISHERIES
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833

Telephone: 907-772-4294
A Division of Icicle Seafoods, Inc.

Don’t Drink
and Drive

Drunk driving crashes killed
nearly 10,497 people in 2016.
That’s one person every 51
minutes. That makes it 
everyone’s problem.

BBEE SSAAFFEE

No!ce of PIA Elec!on
There shall be an elec!on of the Petersburg Indian 

Associa!on Board of Directors to be held January 8, 2018.
The polling loca!on will be at the ANB/ANS Hall. The vo!ng
poll will be open at 8am and will close at 7pm on Elec!on
Day.

The following seats will be up for elec!on:
PIA Board Member: 3 ­ Two Year Terms
PIA Board Chair (President): 1 ­ One Year Term
JOM Parent Commi#ee: 3 – Two Year Terms 

All nomina!ons or Declara!ons of Candidacy will be 
officially closed Friday, December 29, 2017 at 3:30pm.

Any eligible Tribal Members wishing to run as a write in
candidate must send in a Le#er of Intent by Tuesday, 
January 2, 2018 before 3:30pm.

A complete list of nominated candidates will be posted
Thursday, January 4, 2018 in The Pilot, on piatribal.org,
PIA’s face book page and, as a PSA on
KFSK radio.

For Declara!on of Candidacy,
Nomina!on for Candidate, Absentee
Ballot by fax, or Absentee Ballot, 
Le#er of Intent forms, ques!ons, or to register, please 
contact Debbie Marden at the PIA office by calling (8am –
12pm/ 1pm – 5pm, Monday ­ Friday) at 772­3636, you can
also email at piaelec!on@piatribal.org

Published: December 14, 21, 28, 2017, and January 4, 2018

P&L superintendent job down from ten to three
applicants, borough considers re-advertising
By BEN MUIR
Pilot writer

Public Notice

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Douglas Leen                                                                 Project No. P-14862-000
NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE LICENSE APPLICATION, FILING OF PRE-APPLICATION 
DOCUMENT, AND APPROVING USE OF THE TRADITIONAL LICENSING PROCESS

(December 21, 2017)
a.       Type of Filing:  Notice of Intent to File License Application and Request to Use the 
          Traditional Licensing Process.
b.       Project No.:  P-14862-000
c.       Date Filed:  November 14, 2017
d.       Submitted By:  Douglas Leen
e.       Name of Project:  Kupeanof Microhydro Project
f.        Location: On an unnamed stream, in Petersburg Borough, Alaska. The project 

occupies 0.1 acres of United States lands administered by U.S. Forest Service.
g.       Filed Pursuant to:  18 CFR 5.3 of the Commission’s regulations
h.       Potential Applicant Contact:  Douglas Leen, P.O. Box 341, Petersburg, AK 99833; 
          (907) 518-0335; mail@dougleen.com.
i.        FERC Contact:  Ryan Hansen at (202) 502-8074; or e-mail at ryan.hansen@ferc.gov.
j.        Mr. Leen filed his request to use the Traditional Licensing Process on November 14,
          2017. Mr. Leen provided public notice of his request on November 16, 2017. In a 
          letter dated December 20, 2017, the Director of the Division of Hydropower Licensing
          approved Mr. Leen’s request to use the Traditional Licensing Process. 
k.       With this notice, we are initiating informal consultation with the U.S. Fish and      
          Wildlife Service and/or NOAA Fisheries under section 7 of the Endangered Species   
          Act and the joint agency regulations thereunder at 50 CFR, Part 402; and NOAA   
          Fisheries under section 305(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
          Management Act and implementing regulations at 50 CFR 600.920. We are also 
          initiating consultation with the Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer, as required 
          by section 106, National Historic Preservation Act, and the implementing regulations 
          of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation at 36 CFR 800.2.
l.         Mr. Leen filed a Pre-Application Document (PAD; including a proposed process plan 
          and schedule) with the Commission, pursuant to 18 CFR 5.6 of the Commission’s 
          regulations.
m.      A copy of the PAD is available for review at the Commission in the Public Reference 
          Room or may be viewed on the Commission’s website (http://www.ferc.gov), using 
         the “eLibrary” link.  Enter the docket number, excluding the last three digits in the
         docket number field to access the document. For assistance, contact FERC Online
         Support at ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, (866) 208-3676 (toll free), or (202) 502-8659 
          (TTY). A copy is also available for inspection and reproduction at the address in              
          paragraph h.
n.       Register online at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/esubscription.asp to be notified via 
          e-mail of new filing and issuances related to this or other pending projects. For 
          assistance, contact FERC Online Support.

Kimberly D. Bose,
Secretary.
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Whales...$150
Glacier...$99

IIssnn’’tt iitt ttiimmee ttoo vviissiitt tthhee GGllaacciieerr??

Cash or check only
Available for use on any scheduled trip

- on a space available basis. 
Non-commissionable. 

Good for 2018 season.

Over 
50% off

Local fuel price notices to end

Ringing the bell
The baseball team (Matt Bryner, Thomas Durkin, Jim Engell and Mark Neidiffer) manned the Salvation Army kettle in front of Hammer
and Wikan Hardware on main street as their Day of Service for PHS.

OLA RICHARDS / Petersburg Pilot

PPLLAANNNNIINNGG FFOORR TTHHEE FFUUTTUURREE
PPEETTEERRSSBBUURRGG CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY

The Petersburg Borough will be hosting a series of open
houses to allow community members to identify areas
where the Borough could reduce expenses or increase 
revenues. As State and Federal resources decline, we 
understand our community will need to plan for our own fu-
ture in ways that may not be how we have done it before.
Please take the time and join us at one of these informal
meetings to discuss your ideas.

All events to be held at the Borough Assembly Room,
2nd floor of the Municipal Building. 

Meeting format will be informal with Borough Staff 
available to answer questions if necessary. Participants 
will be invited to post their ideas on flip charts located
throughout the room. Very informal, and hopefully a 
non-stress environment!

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can also 
submit your ideas electronically through email at 
Petersburgplan@petersburgak.gov. All ideas must come
with contact information, so staff can follow up with any 
questions that may develop.

All submitted ideas will be reviewed by the Assembly,
the appropriate Department Head and discusssd at 
Public Meetings to be scheduled in March & April prior to
any implementation.
Published: December 21 and 28, 2017

MEETING DATES:
January 3, 2018, Noon - 2pm
January 18, 2018, 4pm - 6pm
January 27, 2018, 11am - 1pm


