
Earlier this month, the 
Petersburg Borough Assembly 
passed an ordinance updating 
the sales tax chapter of 
municipal code to clarify 
exemptions and rules for 
businesses, modernize 
definitions and organize 
information for better 
transparency — borough 
officials emphasized that the 
ordinance does not introduce 
new taxes or exemptions, nor 
does it change how sales tax is 
applied locally. 

The amendment highlights 
existing information about sales 
tax into clear new sections and 
adds definitions that were 
missing. 

“A good rule of thumb to 
think about is, everything’s 
taxable unless it’s listed as an 
exemption,” said Borough 
Finance Director Jody Tow. 
“[The borough] can’t change 
sales taxes. Can’t change 
exemptions. The voters have to 
do that. So it’s just a cleanup.” 

Definitions regarding rentals 
and short-term occupancy, 
digital goods and services, and 
travel agency services were 
missing from the definitions 
section of the chapter. 

Some mandatory sales tax 
exemptions in federal or state 
law were located elsewhere in 
Petersburg’s municipal code; 
others were missing completely.  

And sales tax rules for real 
estate commissions and certain 

rentals that the borough 
applies, also needed 
clarification. 

Tow emphasized that the 
ordinance does not create new 
rules but instead eliminates 
ambiguities that have caused 
confusion. For example, 
borough entities like the school 
district and medical center are 
exempt from sales tax, but that 
information was not explicitly 
included in the code. Or some 
state or federally mandated 
exemptions, like for food 
stamps, were listed, but buried 
in a different section. By 
reorganizing the information 
into a distinct section, the 
borough hopes to alleviate a lot 
of questions they are asked by 
businesses regarding sales tax. 

The updates are intended to 
help businesses better 
understand what is taxable and 
what is not. 

Modern definitions for 
digital goods and services that 
were missing from code have 
been added for better 
transparency. 

The Alaska Remote Sellers 
Sales Tax Commission 
(ARSSTC)—which collects sales 
tax from digital vendors outside 
the borough, for the borough— 
suggested that the borough add 
these definitions to local code, 
Tow told the Pilot, “in case 
someone local develops, you 
know, one of these products…” 

For local sellers to local 
buyers in Petersburg, if 
someone creates a software 
streaming service, or provides 

the product of virtual assistance 
conducted over the internet, 
sales tax would apply. 

“We have a lot of smart 
people in this town, so I’m sure 
it happens.” 

A new section about “rules 
applicable to particular 
businesses or occupations” 
explicitly specifies a handful of 
commonly confused rules 
regarding sales tax for certain 
businesses. 

Local real estate agencies 
already collect sales tax, and 
now the update includes that 
outside realtors must also 
collect sales tax on commissions 
for property transactions in 
Petersburg. “It puts our local 
real estate agents at a level 
playing field with people 
outside, too,” Tow said. 

Rentals for less than a month 
—such as hotels, lodges, and 
b&bs— are taxable. Storage 
rentals are also taxable unless 
the entire structure is rented for 
storage. 

Unless otherwise exempt 
from sales tax under the 
codified exemptions, services 
performed in Petersburg but 
delivered to customers outside 
the borough are taxable.. 

Businesses providing 
services over extended periods 
must bill customers monthly, a 
rule that also applies for 
businesses handling long-term 
construction projects. 

Tow told the Pilot that the 
borough has wanted to make 
these clarifications for years, 
and getting the suggested 

definitions from the ARRSTC 
sounded the starting gun.  

While the ordinance does not 
change sales tax rules, it 
clarifies obligations for certain 
businesses that may have been 
operating in gray areas. 
Businesses like out-of-borough 
realtors handling local sales or 
providers of local digital 
services may now need to 
double-check their compliance. 

“Maybe someone will read 
something and say, Oh, I 
haven’t been doing it this way, 
and we haven’t, … noticed 
yet… I don’t think that’s going 
to generate any additional 
revenue.” 

But overall, businesses 
within the borough already 
follow these rules codified in 
the recent update.  

“That’s the beauty of doing 
these changes now,” she said, 
“we’re not targeting anyone … 
hopefully they see it as, you 
know, better transparency at a 
government level.” 

Though Alaska does not 
have a state sales tax, a lot of its 
municipalities do. “We create 
our own and what’s best for us 
and the voters help get to 

decide that,” said Tow. 
She noted the importance of 

collecting sales tax to sustain 
borough services, especially as 
more residents become eligible 
for Petersburg’s senior sales tax 
exemption. 

“It’s what makes our 
community run … keeps our 
schools open, and we’re having 
more and more residents that 
are not paying sales tax because 
they are, you know, hitting age 
65 and we have a senior 
exemption, so it’s really 
important, more now than ever, 
to be collecting sales tax so we 
can keep services going.”

JOBS 
 
Envision International Group 
is looking for temporary day 
labor to load and unload moving 
trucks in Petersburg. The pay is 
$23 to $25.00 per hour. Please 

call 623-326-7731 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3x11-21b28 
Job opening at Petersburg In-
dian Association for Assistant 
Tribal Administrator who will 
provide support for the TA in-
cluding clerical duties, commu-
nication management, and 

assisting programs and projects. 
Salary: DOE. FT or PT. Full job 
description available at pia-
tribal.org or the PIA front desk. 
Open until filled.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn8-29b46 
Billikin Transfer is looking for 
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The Pilot extends its best 
wishes to the persons listed 
on the Community 
Calendar. 

Those celebrating 
birthdays this week are: 
November 22: Asia Prus, 
Haley Kelley. November 23: 
Bill Olson. November 24: 
Karen Olson, Kirsten 
Dupree, Lloyd Thynes, 
Sandra Edgars. November 
26: Hannah Jackson, Lilly 
Williams, Rena McDonell. 
November 27: Fred Triem, 
Robert Larson. November 
28: Evan Olsen, Martha 
Cowan, Thomas Durkin.  

Those celebrating 
anniversaries this week are: 
November 24: Al and 
Shannon Peeler.  

If you’d like to be 
included on our list, please 
call 907-772-9393.

BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES

Senior Meals  

The community dining room is open to eligible diners 
(60+ and their spouses, or disabled individuals living in 
an assisted living facility). Dinner is served at 5 p.m. All 
meals are suggested donation only. Please call Mountain 
View Food Service at 772-4331 before noon for 
reservations.

MONDAY, November 25 

Rockfish Chowder, Green Salad, Dinner Roll, Cookie 
TUESDAY, November 26 

BBQ Chicken, Macaroni Salad, Cucumber Slices, 
Apple Turnover 

WEDNESDAY, November 27 
Pork Stir Fry with Noodles, 

Cucumber Salad,  
Fruit Cup, Brownie 

The kitchen will be closed  
on Thursday and Friday – 

Happy  

Thanksgiving! 

SPERL  
RESIDENTIAL LLC. 

General Contractor
 28 years  
 experience  
 building in SE Alaska. 
New and Remodel Projects 
Call or text: 907-518-1604 

donaldsperl@gmail.com

OBI Seafoods Petersburg 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at OBI

Visit 
www.obiseafoods.com  

to view job  
opportunities  

in our company 

Southeast Alaska based law 
firm providing in person 

and remote services. 
• Contracts  

• Estate Planning  
• Business Governance 
Free Consultations 
Phone: (901) 235 2320 

Website: islandlegal.net 

Musical Equipment & Lessons
907-978-6365

772-BIKE-(2453)

No!ce to Write‐In 
Candidates

There shall be an election of the Petersburg Indian 
Association Tribal Council on January 6, 2025. The polling 
location will be PIA’s Conference Room. The voting polls 
will be open at 8am and will close at 7pm on Election Day.  
The following seats will be up for elec!on: 

Council Chair (President):     1 seat ‐ One‐Year 
Council Member:     3 seats ‐ Two‐Year 
SEARHC Representa!ve:     1 seat ‐ Three‐year 
SEARHC Representa!ve Alternate:  1 seat ‐ Three‐year 
 
Eligible members wishing to run but having missed the 

deadline to be on the official ballot may s"ll submit a “Le#er 
of Intent to Run as a Write‐In”. You can obtain this le#er 
from the PIA front desk. All Le#ers of Intent to Run as a 
Write‐In candidate must be received by December 6, 2024, 
by 4pm to be added to the list of eligible candidates. 

 
A full list of eligible write‐ins will be posted online and at 

the polls on Elec"on Day.  
 
For more informa"on on how to 

run, where to get forms, eligibility 
requirements, absentee/early vo"ng, 
or registering as a member of PIA, 
please email Barbara Erickson at 
piaelec"on@piatribal.org or call PIA 
at 907‐772‐3636.
Published: November 21 and 28, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Modified Request for Proposal  

Petersburg Indian Association 
PIA Building 1st Floor Renovation 

ARPA funded  
This is a modified version of previous notice: notice is hereby given that the Petersburg 

Indian Association will receive proposals from contractors for the Petersburg Indian 
Association (PIA) 1st Floor Renovation, an ARPA funded project. The project will consist of 
renovating 2431 sq. ft on the first floor of the PIA Building into office spaces. The scope of 
the work and subsequent architectural drawings are provided in the PIA First Floor 
Renovations - ARPA Funded RFP packet.   

Interested parties may obtain the proposal packet from the Petersburg Indian Association 
Office, or via email request to projectcoord@piatribal.org.  

Petersburg Indian Association will receive sealed proposals via hand delivery to 
Petersburg Indian Association, located on the 2nd floor of the PIA building, 15 North 12 
Street, Petersburg, AK 99833, or by email at 
projectcoord@piatribal.org until 4:30 pm Dec 5, 
2024. Ensure any mail is marked 'ATTN: Project 
Coordinator' and includes, 'PIA 1st Floor' as 
project name.  

Upon award of the contract, contracts must be 
signed by Dec 31, 2024. Work does not need to 
commence immediately.    

The Petersburg Indian Association reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to 
waive any informality in any quotes, and to award as it may best serve the interest of the 
Petersburg Indian Association.   
Published: November 21 and 28, 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 
 #2024-19, #2024-20, and #2024-21  

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2024-19 
Ordinance #2024-19, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 4.30 of 

the Petersburg Municipal Code, Alaska Remote Seller Sales Tax 
Code, has been adopted by the Borough Assembly. Provisions of 
the ordinance take effect January 1, 2025.  

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2024-20 
Ordinance #2024-20, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 14.30, 

Mountain View Manor Elderly Housing and Assisted Living 
Facility, to Institute a new Assisted Living Community Facility 
Fee to be Used for Facility Maintenance and Repair, to Require 
that Two Bedroom Assisted Living Units be Occupied by Two 
Residents, and to Increase Certain Fees, has been adopted by the 
Borough Assembly. Provisions of the ordinance take effect January 
1, 2025.  

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2024-21 
Ordinance #2024-21, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 16.16, 

Tidelands, of the Petersburg Municipal Code to Provide for 
Updated Provisions Regarding the 
Disposal of Tidelands and 
Submerged Lands, has been 
adopted by the Borough Assembly. 
Provisions of the ordinance take 
effect immediately. 
Published: November 21, 2024
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By OLIVIA ROSE 
Pilot writer

Sales Tax ordinance clarifies language for better transparency 

            
PETERSBURG

  

Rexall Drexall Drugug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

On Main Street • 772-3265  
www.petersburgrexalldrug.com                     

HOURS: Mon.-Fri.: 9:30a to 5:30p 
Saturday: 9:30 to 5:00p  Closed Sundays 

*subject to change in the summer/special events

ATTENTION MEDICARE  
PATIENTS & CAREGIVERS

Medicare Annual  
Enrollment Period 

October 15 -  December 7  
The best way to find out which plan 
is best for you or a loved one is to 

use Medicare’s Plan Finder tool: 
www.Medicare.gov 

Your community pharmacist is also available to  
answer any questions about selecting a  

Medicare plan that best meets your needs.

For Retired Forest Service Staff 
With Medicare Part D, we can meet all of your  
presciption needs, too. 
 
Plug In Your Pharmacy and Drugs. 
Be sure to plug in the name of  
your pharmacy, as well as  
the exact names of  
the drugs you take.  
That’s the best and only way you can  
get an accurate idea of your total out-of-pocket costs. 
 
Choose Carefully. 
Some plans that advertise low or no copays may  
require you to go only to a preferred pharmacy 
location in order to receive those special prices.  

Questions about Medicare? 
Ask Your Family Pharmacist®

CB’s  
Motivational 

Corner 
Don’t wait for  

life to be perfect 
to be positive. 

Be positive in life’s 
imperfection.

Petersburg Pilot


