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December 12, 1924 – Oscar 
Sather, of the Shields-Sather 
Lumber & Box Company, is 
figuring on plans for six 
cottages for rent or sale, which, 
if the plans materialize, will 
somewhat relieve the present 
famine in lack of houses. At the 
present time in Petersburg it is 
impossible to get either houses 
or apartments or any business 
location. The new business 
block being built by Andrew 
Wikan and John Hammer has 
the roof on and is nearing 
completion, and the entire space 
on both floors could have been 
rented a dozen times over, 
owing to demand. In fact, it is 
claimed that several families 
have been kept from locating in 
Petersburg because they could 
not secure any place in which to 
live. From all accounts, the 
housing situation is serious and, 
with the addition of a local cold 
storage plant, it will become 
more so. Sverre Johansen has 
telegraphed Jack Otness, 
secretary of the Citizens Cold 
Storage Committee, that he has 
secured all the data for a cold 
storage here, and he will soon 
make a report. In the meantime, 
any effort toward relieving the 
housing situation will prove 
welcome. Petersburg is a town 
of homes where most everyone 
owns his place and there have 
never been many places for rent. 

 
December 9, 1949 – Whether 

the Chamber of Commerce likes 
it or not, Petersburg now holds 
the doubtful distinction of being 
a one horse town. Horses are 
few and far between in 
Southeast Alaska, where for the 
most part, the earth consists of 
muskeg and is entirely unsuited 
for grazing the animals. Many 
children in these parts have 
never seen the creature so 
familiar to most Americans. 
Fred Magill and Banks Driver 
rescued a nag from Point 

Agassiz last week when its 
owner, Mrs. Chris Olsen, 
announced she would have to 
have it shot to conserve on hay 
for her cattle. The boys felt they 
could use the horse in the spring 
for garden plowing and soon it 
was on its way to Petersburg in 
the Reid Brother’s landing 
barge. This week, however, 
Magill said he didn’t think the 
plowing venture would pan 
out. Instead, he and Driver are 
quite by accident running a one 
horse side show. “The crowds of 
kids that come just to gape at 
the old plug are amazing,” he 
said. Although she’s very 
gentle, he wants it to be known 
that riders mount the horse at 
their own risk. 

 
December 11, 1974 – The use 

of a paste which shows up in 
ultraviolet light has led to the 
conviction of a Wrangell man in 
District Court, Wrangell,  in a 
crab pot robbing case. 
Convicted of interference with 
commercial fishing gear was 
Clifford P. Rasler, a millworker 
from Wrangell. Rasler pleaded 
nolo-contendere and was found 
guilty by the court after Carl 
Crome pinpointed Rasler’s boat 
for a state trooper and traces of 
the telltale paste were noted 
upon the vessel. Crome testified 

that he saw the boat in Thom’s 
Place Bay stopped alongside 
one of his pots on October 27, 
and that the boat evaded his 
crabber-gillnetter-troller F/V 
Cindy Jane when he attempted 
to maneuver to question the 
operator. The bay is twenty 
miles south of Wrangell. Crome 
said he came to Wrangell the 
next day, located the boat by 
number and verified the 
existence of the paste by use of 
an ultraviolet lamp. The case 
could have a far-reaching effect 
on the generally common 
practice of pulling others’ crab 
pots, removing crabs and 
replacing the gear. Convictions 
for the act have been rare 
because of the difficulty of 
apprehending offenders in the 
act and because of ambiguities 
in the law. Rasler was convicted 
under a relatively new (August 
1974) state law, and it is thought 
to be the first use of the paste in 
a fisheries theft case in 
Southeastern Alaska. Rasler was 
fined $500 and sentenced to six 
months in jail. The jail sentence 
and $250 of the fine were 
suspended on condition he 
violate no fish or game laws for 
one year. Crome, 34, a one time 
Southern California tuna 
fisherman, said he invested in 
the paste and special lamp in an 

attempt to thwart heavy losses 
by theft of crabs and crab pots in 
recent seasons.  

 
December 9,  1999 – Former 

local resident Mary Ellis was 
featured in a story about 
traditional toys vs. electronic 
toys in the Ketchikan Daily 
News. Mary is a school teacher 
with the Ketchikan school 
district. According to the article, 
“she grew up in a Petersburg 
household without television, 
video cassette recorders or 
video games. Her father, Dave 
Ellis, built her wooden toys such 
as doll cradles and a replica of 
the family’s old fashioned stove. 
She remembers her first 
electronic toy, a Merlin music 
maker, she said. For children she 
would buy traditional toys such 
as books, stuffed animals, Fisher 
Price kits and building blocks. 

She would buy electronic toys 
that offer education features 
such as teaching music. I’m not 
into video games,” she said. 
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 additional words. 
6% city sales tax  
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Phone 772-9393 
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or stop by  
207 N Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, Alaska

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS
Brought 

to you by:

To add an event to the Happenings calendar 

 call us at 772-9393 or email Pilotpub@gmail.com

THURSDAY, December 12 

Tai Ji Quan for Improved Mobility: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 

Wiggle & Giggle: Stories and Playtime:11:00am, Public Library 

Rotary’s Christmas Lights Boat Parade: 4:30pm, Parade line up at Scow 

Bay. Parade route goes to Sandy Beach Park. 

Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church Holy Cross House 
 

FRIDAY, December 13 

Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00pm, Episcopal Church 

Bingo: 6:00pm, Sons of Norway Hall 

Family Game �ight: 6:30pm, Parks and Rec 

AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00pm, Episcopal Church 
 

SATURDAY, December 14 

Good Beginnings Cookie Walk: 10:00am, Holy Cross House 

Free Crafting Day: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Church at 2nd and Fram 

MDT Present The Wizard of Oz: 6:30pm, Wright Auditorium 
 

SU�DAY, December 15 

HIP Food Drive & Kitchen Bag Handout: 11:00am, 208 Haugen Dr.  

MDT Present The Wizard of Oz: 2:30pm, Wright Auditorium 
 

MO�DAY, December 16 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 

Hospital Guild Meeting: 1:30pm, Dorothy Ingle Conf. Rm. at PMC 

Burger �ight: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 

Borough Assembly Meeting: 6:00pm, Municipal Building 
 

TUESDAY, December 17 

Tai Ji Quan for Improved Mobility: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 

School Board Meeting: 6:00pm, PHS Library 

Family Game �ight: 6:30pm, Parks and Rec 

AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00pm, Holy Cross Classroom 

PHS Winter Concert: 7:30pm, Wright Auditorium 
 

WED�ESDAY, December 18 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 

Rotary Club Lunch and Fellowship: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Hall 

PIA Tribal Council Meeting: 5:00pm, Hallingstad-Peratrovich Bldg.  

Free Dinner For All: 6:00pm, First Baptist Church 

�arcotics Anonymous Meeting: 7:00pm, Holy Cross House 

A�B/A�S Monthly Business Meeting: 7:00pm, John Hansen Comm. Bldg. 

MMS Winter Concert: 7:30pm, Wright Auditorium 

 

 

 

 

PETERSBURG 

TIDE TABLE 
 DECEMBER 2024 

                           HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.
12   Thu 
13      Fri     
14 Sat 
15  Sun 
16 Mon   
17 Tue  
18 Wed            

   10:09 
10:57 
0:05  
0:55 
1:42 
2:27 
3:11 

18.1 
18.9 
15.5 
16.0 
16.1 
16.0 
15.7 

  11:11 
.... 

11:45 
12:31 

1:17 
2:02 

 2:46 

14.8 
... 

19.4 
19.4 
19.1 
18.4 
17.4 

3:57 
 4:52 
5:43 
6:31 
7:18 
8:04 

 8:51  

3.4 
3.5 
3.5 
3.6 
3.6 
3.8      
4.1 

4:59 
5:48 
6:35 
7:20 
8:05 
8:48 
9:32 

-1.1  
-2.2 
-2.9 
-3.1 
-2.8 
-2.1 
-1.2

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

MON       12/16  COLUMBIA      02:30 A.M. 
SUN       12/22  COLUMBIA    08:30 P.M. 
MON          12/30 COLUMBIA    01:15  A.M. 
SUN  1/5    COLUMBIA   08:30 P.M. 
MON     1/13  COLUMBIA     01:00 A.M. 

WED     12/18 COLUMBIA     04:45 A.M. 
WED  12/25  COLUMBIA  03:45 A.M. 
WED   1/1     COLUMBIA    03:45 A.M. 
WED  1/8     COLUMBIA   02:45 A.M. 
WED 1/15    COLUMBIA  03:30 A.M. 

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Sunday-Thursday 6a–9p • Friday-Saturday 6a–10p • Downtown

Sandwiches • Sodas • Snacks • Groceries 

CONVENIENCE STORE

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

This Weekend: 
 

MDT Dance Recital:  The Wizard of Oz 
 

Showings: 
  Saturday @ 6:30 pm  
Sunday @ 2:30 pm 

 

Next Weekend: 
Moana 2 
Concessions available. 
Credit cards accepted.

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

This Week’s Precipitation: 0.34” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Dec 12  8:21a  3:11p 06:50hrs 
Dec 13  8:22a  3:11p   06:48hrs   
Dec 14  8:23a  3:11p 06:48hrs 
Dec 15  8:24a  3:11p 06:47hrs 
Dec 16  8:24a  3:11p 06:46hrs  
Dec 17  8:25a  3:11p 06:46hrs 
Dec 18  8:26a  3:12p 06:45hrs

Date 
Dec 4 
Dec 5 
Dec 6 
Dec 7 
Dec 8 
Dec 9 
Dec 10 

 

High 
54 
M 
41 
40 
38 
41  
47 

 

Low 
44 
M 
36 
33 
34             
29 
38              

 

Precip 
0.12 
M 
T 

0.12 
T 
T 

0.10

JOBS 
 
Petersburg School District is 
hiring a full-time evening custo-
dian. Year-round position with 
benefits like paid time off, low-
cost Health Insurance, and PERS 
retirement. More info at 
www.pcsd.us and apply online at 
www.alaskateacher.org 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x12-12b35 

Envision International Group 
is looking for temporary day 
labor to load and unload moving 
trucks in Petersburg. The pay is 
$23 to $25.00 per hour. Please 
call 623-326-7731 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x12-12b28.                                                           

Job opening at Petersburg Indian 
Association for Assistant Tribal 
Administrator who will provide 
support for the TA including cler-
ical duties, communication man-
agement, and assisting programs 
and projects. Salary: DOE. FT or 
PT. Full job description available 
at piatribal.org or the PIA front 
desk. Open until filled.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn8-29b46 

Billikin Transfer is looking for 
day workers to load and unload 
vans. Call 907-772-3123 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-9b14 
 

MISCELLAnEOUS 
 
Classified deadline is 5 p.m. 
each Tuesday for ads appearing 
in Thursday’s paper. Call 772-
9393 or drop by at 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x12-12dh 

Office supplies available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Paper and pens to 
crayons. We’ve got it all. 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x12-12dh 

 
nOTICES 

 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

• ON THE JOB TRAINING FOR CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT: 
-Training wage $20.25, Certified CNA starting at $22.50 
-Weekend Differential $2.50 per hour / Nights $3 per hour 

 
• LAB & IMAGING RECEPTION/ REGISTRATION:  

-Starting at $21 per hour dependent upon experience 
 
• MATERIALS / PURCHASING ASSISTANT 

- Starting at $21.35 per hour dependent upon experience 
 
• DIET AIDE 

- Starting at $19 per hour dependent upon experience 
- Weekend Differential $2.50 per hour / Evening shift $1.25 per hour 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions & to apply online 

 

Additional career oportunities  
are listed at pmcak.org

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available 
at www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

  
There are exciting career opportunities available at  

PETERSBURG MEDICAL  
CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is  
accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance 
• Enrollment in State of AK PERS 
• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave 
• Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount  
 

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

Salary DOE but minimum starting wage $24 per hour.  
Part Time and Full Time positions available.

Musical Equipment & Lessons
907-978-6365

 Job 
Openings

• Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor: 
$20.16/hour 

 - On Call, Swing and Grave Shifts available. Training Provided! 
 - Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at one year 
 - Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour & Grave shift = $1.25/hour. 

• Police Dispatcher/Corrections Officer: $26.16/hour 
 - Training Provided * 12 hour shifts 
 - Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250 at one year 

• Police Officer: $33.50/hour – 12 hour shifts 
Join our team at the Police Department and enjoy great shifts with 

all the pay but half the days worked per month!  
12-hour rotating shifts provide excellent flexibility in your schedule. 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour & Grave shift = $1.25/hour. 

SCAN THE QR 
CODE for more 

information! 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
• Health Insurance • Dental Insurance 

• Life Insurance • Retirement  
• Paid Time Off 

Full job descriptions and employment applications 
can be obtained from the Borough’s website  

at https://www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at the front desk  

of the Borough office, 12 S. Nordic Street;  
or via email at bregula@petersburgak.gov  

Call Becky at 907-772-5404 for more information.

The Petersburg Borough is accepting applications  
for the following positions:

SPERL  
RESIDENTIAL LLC. 

General Contractor

 28 years  
 experience  
 building in SE Alaska. 
New and Remodel Projects 

Call or text: 907-518-1604 
donaldsperl@gmail.com

Wed. - Sat. 10a - 6p 

772-BIKE-(2453)

A Winter Community Concert 
Join your community members as we share music 

and song to celebrate the winter season. 
Sunday, Dec. 22nd at 4 pm  
Lutheran Church Sanctuary  

Rehearsed musicians are invited to join the program! 
Interested performers, please contact  

Nicole McMurren by Dec. 19th at 907-518-4223 

The Oxford Carolers Present: 


