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January 23, 1925 – The 
Petersburg Hydro-Electric 
project is complete. The plant is 
the very best that could be 
bought for the money and we 
feel sure very few small towns in 
the United States have such a 
fine plant. The people of 
Petersburg spent $115,000 
[approximately $1.8 million 
today] for this plant and here is 
what they have for their money. 
The project starts at Crystal Lake, 
situated at an elevation of 1250 
feet in a natural crater above 
Blind Slough, on the east side of 
Wrangell narrows, 17 miles from 
Petersburg. Across the mouth of 
the lake is built a log and rock 
dam, 8 feet high and 100 feet in 
length. This will store enough 
water to last the plant through 
any cold snap that may occur. 
From the dam a wooden pipe 
line 14 inches in diameter 
extends down a rugged and 
precipitous mountain side for 1 – 
2 miles until it is replaced by a 10 
inch steel pipe line for another 1 
– 2 miles to the powerhouse on 
the edge of Blind Slough. The 
steel line is extremely high 
pressure and the water pressure 
at the powerhouse is 540 pounds 
per square inch. This is the 
highest head and largest 
pressure plant of its size in the 
country. The machinery 
comprises a water wheel direct 
connected to an electric 
generator, together with an 
automatic oil governor to 
regulate the flow of water in 
accordance with the amount of 
power being used, and a 
switchboard. Everything is of the 
best manufacture, and upon the 
test the plant developed  520 
kilowatt, which is equivalent to 
about 700 horsepower. At Blind 
Slough there is also an operator’s 
cottage equipped with electric 
lights and electric cooking range, 
making the life of the operator in 
that isolated place extremely up-
to-date. From the powerhouse 
the transmission line jumps 
Blind Slough in a 600 foot span 
and extends 16 miles to the city 
limits of Petersburg. We would 
like to warn the people of 
Petersburg, Scow Bay and 
Mountain Point that they should 

in no way molest the wires, poles 
or insulators, as they are 
extremely dangerous, 22,000 
volts is plenty to kill a person at 
once. Insulators should not be 
used as targets as it not only 
damages the line, but may drop 
a wire on a cross arm and 
perhaps kill the person who did 
the shooting. Petersburg has a 
very fine plant to be proud of 
and that is hardly loaded up to 
10 percent of its capacity. Every 
family in Petersburg should own 
their electric range, water heater 
and waffle iron.  

 
January 27, 1950 – Three 

small children died in Kake 
Monday night from burns and 
suffocation when their home 
caught fire and burned to the 
ground. Word of the tragedy first 
reached Petersburg at noon 
Tuesday when a radio message 
was picked up here by Alaska 
Island Airlines and forwarded to 
U.S. Commissioner Dale H. Hirt. 
Flying to the scene, 
Commissioner Hirt heard the 
tragic story. Most of the residents 
of the small, native village were 
attending a Salvation Army food 
sale when the fire started. When 
the alarm was sounded the old 
men of the village fell to 
throwing buckets of snow on the 
fire while young men and boys 
formed a bucket brigade to the 
beach. The tide was low and 
eyewitnesses said the fire had a 
good start. The village water 
system has been frozen for a 
month. Once the blaze was 
under control Chester James 
Senior entered the charred frame 
of the home and found the little 
ones dead. The family has two 
other children who were at the 
food sale with their parents. No 
definite cause for the fire has 
been established. Though 

saddened by the deaths of the 
three children, residents were 
enthusiastic in their praise for 
members of the Metlakatla 
basketball team who joined the 
volunteers in the futile effort to 
stop the flames.  

 
January 29, 1975 – The 

Petersburg Post Office marked 
its 75th year last week with 
coffee, cake and a look at its 
history. Mrs. Mildred Counter, 
the 12th postmaster since the 
post office first opened its doors 
January 24, 1900, posted a 
picture of the 1924 post office 
building (now occupied by the 
Hobby Shop) nearly hidden 
behind piles of Main Street snow. 
On the bulletin board in the 
lobby of the modern government 
building the post office has 
occupied since 1972, its fourth 
home in seven decades, Mrs. 
Cantor listed the names of all the 
postmasters to date, along with 
the dates they took office. There 
were: Richard B. May, 1904; 
Oretta P. Brown, 1905; Phillip T. 
Megaarden, 1911; Emil D. 
Refling, 1912; John Callen, 1918; 
Amy Howell, 1920; Jacob Otness, 
1922; Richard F. Brennan, 1933; 
Eldor Lee, 1965; George Vulchey, 
1966; and Mrs. Counter since 
1970. Mrs. Counter also noted 
post offices which existed, at 
least for brief periods of time, in 
the Petersburg area before the 
service was centralized in town. 
They were the Baranof, Cape 
Fanshaw, Scow Bay (called 
Doyhof), Pt. Agassiz, Pt. Ellis, 
Port Alexander, Port Armstrong, 
Port Walter, Tonka and Tyee post 
offices. All were subsequently 
discontinued. More than 100 
post office patrons lingered for 
refreshments, to extend best 
wishes to the post office staff, 
and to sign the official guest 

book.  
 
January 27, 2000 – A 

legislative leader wants to give 
each state resident a last check 
for $25,000 [approximately 
$45,800.00 today] from the state’s 
oil royalty savings account, then 
dedicate the fund to balancing 
the state budget instead of 
paying the smaller, annual 
dividends that Alaskans have 
received for nearly two decades. 
While Alaskans pay no income 
tax and no state sales tax, the oil 
revenue that once paid for most 
state government has declined, 
leaving a budget gap that must 
be filled from a dwindling cash 
reserve. This gap is projected to 
grow to at least $800 million 
[approximately $1,466,225,320.00 
today] in the coming year. 
Meanwhile, the Alaska 
Permanent Fund has grown to 
$27 billion in the booming stock 
market, and paid a record $1,770 
dividend to more than a half-
million people last year. The 
checks went in the mail a few 
weeks after nearly 84% of the 
electorate rejected a plan to 
reduce the dividend and use part 
of the fund’s earnings to balance 
the budget. The proposal to fix 
the state’s unique financial 
situation from Senate Majority 
Leader Jerry Mackie would use 
about half of the fund to pay the 
$25,000 mega-dividend in 2001 
to people who established 
residency in the state before 
January 1, 2000. The existing 
dividends program would be 
abolished, and the earnings from 
the remaining fund would be 
dedicated to inflation-proofing 
and balancing the state budget. 
“This is probably the only way in 
my mind that the people are 

going to accept any use of the 
fund,” said Mackie, a 
Republican. “It has to be a large 
enough amount of money to 
earn the support of the people. 
The plan requires an amendment 
to the state constitution, which 
means it needs to win over two-
thirds of both houses of the 
Legislature and Alaska voters in 
November. It’s unclear so far 
how much support Mackie will 
find in the Republican controlled 
Legislature. Many describe the 
proposal as an intriguing 
addition to the debate over how 
to balance the budget. 
“Definitely a conversation 
starter,” said Senator Sean 
Purnell, R-Anchorage, the co-
chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee. Some condemned 
the idea. “Buying off people to 
destroy the Permanent Fund?,” 
scoffed Republican Senator Rick 
Halford, an ardent defender of 
the fund and its dividend. “I 
think people are smarter than 
that.” 

Yesterday’s News:News from 25-50-75-100 years ago  Job 
Openings

• Custodian at Mountain View Manor – Assisted Living: 
   $19.31/hour, 32 hours per week 
 
• Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor:  $20.16/hour 
     On Call, Swing & Grave Shifts available, Training Provided! Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at    
     one year, Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour. 
 
• Police Dispatcher/Corrections Officer: $26.16/hour – 12-hour shifts 
     Training Provided * 12-hour shifts, Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250 at one year 
 
• Police Officer: $33.50/hour – 12-hour shifts 

 Join our team at the Police Department and enjoy great shifts with all the pay but half the days     
 worked per month!  12-hour rotating shifts provide excellent flexibility in your schedule. 

     Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour. 

SCAN THE QR 
CODE for more 

information! 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
• Health Insurance • Dental Insurance 

• Life Insurance • Retirement • Paid Time Off 

The Petersburg Borough is accepting applications  
for the following positions:

Full job descriptions and employment applications  
can be obtained from the Borough’s website at 

https://www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at the front desk of the Borough office,  

12 S. Nordic Street; or via email at bregula@petersburgak.gov  
Call Becky at 907-772-5404 for more information.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

• ON THE JOB TRAINING FOR CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT: 
-Training wage $20.25, Certified CNA starting at $22.50 
-Weekend Differential $2.50 per hour / Nights $3 per hour 

 
• LAB & IMAGING RECEPTION/ REGISTRATION:  

-Starting at $21 per hour dependent upon experience 
 
• COOK 

- Starting at $21.00 per hour dependent upon experience 
- Weekend shift differential $2.50 per hour / Evening shift differential $1.25 per hour 

 
• DIET AIDE 

- Starting at $19 per hour dependent upon experience 
- Weekend Differential $2.50 per hour / Evening shift $1.25 per hour 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions & to apply online 

 

Additional career oportunities  
are listed at pmcak.org

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available 
at www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

  
There are exciting career opportunities available at  

PETERSBURG MEDICAL  
CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is  
accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance 
• Enrollment in State of AK PERS 
• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave 
• Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount  
 

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

JOBS 
                                                          
Join our fast-paced team, where 
building strong client relationships 
and fostering growth are core val-
ues. As part of a local company 
serving clients across Alaska, you’ll 
develop skills through on-the-job 
training while handling diverse 
tasks like organizing client infor-
mation, solving problems, and 
strengthening relationships. Each 
day offers opportunities to learn, 
grow, and make an impact in a sup-
portive, professional environment.  
Salary DOE, minimum starting 
wage $24 per hour. Please call 907-
772-3858 or text 907-802-5366 for 
more information. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-30b77 

Superior Marine Services, a ship-
yard located in Wrangell, Alaska is 
looking for a full time Experienced 
Bookkeeper/Office Manager. Re-
quired Skills: QuickBooks On-
Line, Bookkeeping, Microsoft Of-
fice (Excel & Word). Duties in-
clude but are not limited to: An-
swering phones, Coordinating with 
owner to schedule appointments, 
Accounts Payable, Accounts Re-
ceivable, Daily Invoicing, Bank de-
posits, Bank reconciliation, Bi-
weekly Payroll, Quarterly & annual 
payroll tax reports, Quarterly sales 
tax, Maintain parts inventory/Or-
dering and stocking, Must be able 
to lift/carry 50 pounds, Pay DOE. 
Email resume, references and refer-
ence letter to superiormarineser-
vices@gmail.com 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x2-13b86 

Tides Inn is hiring front desk 
attendance and housekeeping. 
Starting wage is 16.50/HR for 
both positions. Stop by the Tides 
Inn and pick up an application.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-16b26 

Wrangell Cooperative Associa-
tion is hiring, 8-10 month job po-
sitions: Crisis Counselors and CC 
Program Director. Requirements: 
Good Communication & Active 
Listening Skills, Confidentiality 

& Empathy, Flexibility in daily 
schedules, Ability to learn Social 
Service resources, Pass a drug test & 
background check. Hybrid work  
options may be available. Apply at  
wcatribe.org/hiring. Call 907-305-
0719. Email  
dvp.specialist.wca@gmail.com 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x1-30b55 

Billikin Transfer is looking for 
day workers to load and unload 
vans. Call 907-772-3123 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-9b14 

 
SERVICES 

 
Now accepting new payroll and 
bookkeeping clients.  
Free consultation. Email 
bkandtax@gmail.com 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5x1-30b14 
Need help filling your 1099’s and 
W-2’s Let me ease your holiday 
stress. Email Tiffany at bkand-
tax@gmail.com 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5x1-30b17 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Business Forms to make your of-
fice run smoother. Check it out at 
Petersburg Pilot, 207 N. Nordic 
Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-30dh 

Classified Deadline is 5 p.m. 
each Tuesday for ads appearing in 
Thursday’s paper. Call 772-9393 
or drop by 207 N. Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-30dh 
 

NOTICES 
 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

OBI Seafoods Petersburg 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at OBI

Visit 
www.obiseafoods.com  

to view job  
opportunities  

in our company 

Musical Equipment & Lessons
907-978-6365

Wed. - Sat. 10a - 6p 

772-BIKE-(2453)

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

This Week’s Precipitation: 1.88” 
This Week’s Snow: 4.0” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Jan 30  7:50a  4:19p   8:29hrs 
Jan 31  7:48a  4:22p   8:33hrs 
Feb  1  7:46a  4:24p   8:37hrs 
Feb  2  7:44a  4:26p   8:42hrs 
Feb  3  7:42a  4:29p   8:46hrs  
Feb  4  7:40a  4:31p   8:50hrs 
Feb  5  7:38a  4:33p   8:55hrs 

           High  Low  Precip    Snow  
1/22      39      34      0.77     0.0
1/23     40     35    0.04     0.0
1/24      40     34    0.04     0.0 
1/25      37     29    0.00     0.0    
1/26      38     29    0.00     0.0 
1/27      35     28    0.25     0.5 
1/28      35     32    0.78     3.5

PETERSBURG 

TIDE TABLE 
 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2025 

                           HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.
30  Thu 
31      Fri     
 1 Sat 
 2 Sun 
 3 Mon   
 4 Tue                
 5 Wed           

    1:52 
2:27 
3:02  
3:38 
4:17 
5:00 
5:51 

16.2 
16.9 
17.4 
17.6 
17.5 
17.1 
16.4 

  1:32 
2:14 
2:58 
3:44 
4:35 
5:35 

 6:53 

18.6 
18.4 
17.7 
16.5 
14.9 
13.2 
11.8 

7:37 
 8:19 
9:03 
9:49 

10:40 
11:39 

 ....   

2.2 
1.4 
0.9 
0.7 
0.9 
1.3      

... 

8:08 
8:44 
9:20 
9:59 

10:40 
11:28 
12:49 

-2.7  
-2.4 
-1.6 
-0.3 
1.4 
3.2 
1.7

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

This Weekend: 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Soon: 
Dogman 

 
Showings: 

Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  
Sunday @ 4 pm 

Concessions available.  
Credit cards accepted.

Mufasa: The Lion King 
2h 0m • Rated PG 

Adventure/Musical

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS
Brought 

to you by:

To add an event to the Happenings calendar 

 call us at 772-9393 or email Pilotpub@gmail.com

 

THURSDAY, January 30 

Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better Balance: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 

Wiggle & Giggle: Stories and Playtime:11:00am, Public Library 

Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church Holy Cross House 
 

FRIDAY, January 31 

Commodities Distribution: 9:00am, Salvation Army Hall 

Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00pm, Episcopal Church 

No Bingo This Week 

Family Game Night: 6:30pm, Parks and Rec 

AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00pm, Episcopal Church 
 

SATURDAY, February 1 

Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor Course, Free Class, Register online at 

www.amsea.org or call (907)747-3287: 8:00am, Parks & Recreation  
 

MONDAY, February 3 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 

Borough Assembly Meeting: 12:00pm, Municipal Building 

PIA Monthly Meeting: 5:00pm, Hallingstad-Peratrovich Building 

Burger Night: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 
 

TUESDAY, February 4 

Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better Balance: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 

Family Game Night: 6:30pm, Parks and Rec 

AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00pm, Holy Cross Classroom 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 5 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 

Siren Alert & Warning System Test: 12:00pm 

Rotary Lunch and Fellowship: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Hall 

Free Dinner For All: 6:00pm, First Baptist Church 

ANB/ANS Monthly Meeting: 7:00pm, John Hanson Sr. Building 

 

 

 

 

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

SUN  2/2     COLUMBIA   06:00 P.M. 
MON     2/10  COLUMBIA     12:30 A.M. 
SUN  2/16   COLUMBIA   06:00 P.M. 
SUN  2/23   COLUMBIA   10:30 P.M. 
MON     3/3    COLUMBIA     01:30 A.M. 

WED 2/5      COLUMBIA  01:15 A.M. 
WED 2/12    COLUMBIA  02:45 A.M. 
WED 2/19    COLUMBIA  12:15 A.M. 
WED 2/26    COLUMBIA  01:45 A.M. 
TUES 3/4      COLUMBIA  03:00 P.M. 

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:


