
Petersburg’s tribe plans to 
add sidewalks to some streets 
and build a new trail in coming 
years.  

The Petersburg Indian Asso-
ciation approved a four-year 
infrastructure plan on July 17 
after finalizing the project list 
at a public meeting earlier in 
the month.  

The tribe will partner with 
the Petersburg Borough to add 
sidewalks along residential 
streets near the Petersburg 
Community Center.  

Debra O’Gara is the tribal 
council president. “Right now, 
in the middle of winter, it’s re-

ally dark back there, and it can 
get kind of muddy or slushy, 
and icy and all that good stuff,” 
she said. “So I think it’s really 
public safety why we’re doing 
that.”  

The new sidewalks will start 
behind the school auditorium 
on Balder Street and continue 
along Wrangell Avenue to the 
Petersburg Community Center. 
The sidewalk construction 
project will start next year, and 
will likely take two to three 
years.   

Petersburg Indian Associa-
tion added sidewalks to Peters-
burg’s First Street in 2012 and 
put in sidewalks on Howkan 
Street in 2021.  

The tribe also plans to build 

a new trail.  
The City Creek Upper Loop 

Trail will connect to another 
trail they’re currently building 
– an expansion of the City 
Creek Trail, which starts at Pe-
tersburg’s Sandy Beach Park 
and continues to the east. The 
expansion is expected to be 
completed this fall, with the 
trail reaching from Sandy 
Beach to City Creek.  

The tribe hasn’t worked out 
the exact location of the newly 
approved Upper Loop Trail yet 
– that requires meetings with 
the Borough. But O’Gara said 
the idea is that it will run along 
a ridge uphill from City Creek 
Trail and connect to both ends, 
creating a big loop. Petersburg 
Indian Association will start 
the planning and design 
process this year. O’Gara said 
it’s possible work could start 
this year as well, but she’s not 
sure how long the project will 
take to complete.  

The tribe will also use 
money from the program to 
fund the ongoing tribal bus 
program. The bus is free for 
seniors and those with accessi-
bility issues. 

The money for the projects 
comes from a federal program 
that aims to provide safe trans-
portation and access to tribal 

lands.  
The Petersburg Indian Asso-

ciation has been participating 
in the Tribal Transportation 
Program for nearly two 
decades, regularly partnering 
with the Petersburg Borough 
and U.S Forest Service on trails, 
culvert replacement, road 
maintenance, and recently, 
cabin repair.  

The tribe will get more than 
$2.5 million from the program 
over the next four years. That 
money also pays for mainte-
nance and administrative costs. 

The projects were in the pre-
vious four-year plan, but O’-
Gara said the tribe is eager to 
hear from people with ideas for 
new trails, or infrastructure im-
provements.  

“You know, somebody 
throws out an idea, and then 
that motivates other people to 
have other ideas, and it gets the 
creative juices flowing,” she 
said. “And I think that’s really 
important.” 

O’Gara said those ideas are 
welcome at the tribe’s monthly 
meetings.  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Filing for Candidacy for the  

October 1, 2024 Borough Election  
All forms for local election must be filed with the Borough Clerk.  Forms required for filing 

can be obtained from the Borough Clerk’s Office at 12 S Nordic Dr, or at the Borough’s Website 
at www.petersburgak.gov. Forms will be available on July 23, 2024.  

 
The first day to file for candidacy: Tuesday, July 23, 2024. 
The last day to file for candidacy: Tuesday, August 20, 2024, by 4:30 p.m. 

 
The following offices are to be filled at the election: 

Assembly (2) – Two three-year terms 
Hospital Board (2) – Two three-year terms  
School Board (2) – Two three-year terms 

Harbor & Ports Board (2) – Two three-year terms 
Library Board (2) – Two three-year terms 

Parks and Recreation Board (1) – One three-year term 
Planning Commissioner (2) – Two three-year terms 

Public Safety Advisory Board (1) – One three-year term 
 

Any qualified person wishing to have his or her name placed on the ballot as a candidate for local 
elective office must meet the qualifications for office and follow the instructions as listed below: 

 
Filing Requirements for Mayor, Borough Assembly, and Hospital Board 
Be a Borough resident for at least one year;  
Be a registered voter of the Borough;  
File with the Borough Clerk: 

1)  a Declaration of Candidacy form; 
2)  a Petition for Candidacy form signed by at least twenty qualified voters of the Borough;  

   and 
3)  a Municipal Exemption Statement obtained from the Borough Clerk. File this 
statement if the candidate does not expect to spend over $5,000 on his or her campaign. 

 
Filing Requirements for Borough School Board 
Be a Borough resident for at least 30 days; 
Be a registered voter of the Borough; 
File with the Borough Clerk: 

1)  a Declaration of Candidacy form; 
2)  a Petition for Candidacy form signed by at least twenty qualified voters of the Borough; and 
3)  a Municipal Exemption Statement obtained from the Borough Clerk.  File this 
statement if  the candidate does not expect to spend over $5,000 on his or her campaign. 

 
Filing Requirements for: Harbor & Ports, Library, Parks 
& Recreation, Planning Commissioner 
 and Public Safety Advisory Boards  
Be a Borough resident for at least one year;  
Be a registered voter of the Borough;  
File with the Borough Clerk: 

1)  a Declaration of Candidacy form, and 
2)  a Municipal Exemption Statement obtained from the Borough Clerk. File this 
statement if the candidate does not expect to spend over $5,000 on his or her campaign. 

 
 

Debra K. Thompson 
Borough Clerk  
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Senior Meals  
MONDAY, July 29 

Spaghetti and Meatballs, Garlic Bread, Tomato Salad,  
String Cheese, Cake 
TUESDAY, July 30 

Pork Egg Rolls, Rice, Cucumber Salad, Cake, Fruit Cup 
WEDNESDAY, July 31 

Baked Chicken, Sweet Potato Fries, Pink 
Salad, Cottage Cheese, Cookie 

THURSDAY, August 1 
Baked Fish, Roasted Butternut Squash, 

Cheese Stick, Fruit Cup, Cookie 
FRIDAY, August 2 

Moose Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Brussels 
Sprouts, Dinner Roll, Orange Fluff

Contact Desi Burrell 
907.518.1110

Need a ride to Coffman Cove to join  
“Arts in the Cove” A Festival by the Sea 

scheduled for Friday,  Aug. 9 & Saturday,  Aug. 10 
Depart,  Aug. 9 
Wrangell/BP  
11 a.m. to  

Coffman Cove  
Depart,  Aug. 11 

Coffman Cove 9 a.m. 
to BP/Wrangell 
Walk-ons only

Please complete the survey you received  
with your utility bill

Submit your 
 findings using  

the Lead-Safe Alaska 
Portal found  

at this QR code.  

Petersburg Borough Water Utility is participating in a grant from  
the EPA to help build their water service line inventory.  

The goal of this effort is to ensure that there is no lead piping in the water system,  
or to find out where lead may be located so that it can then be removed and replaced.

Thank you for helping Petersburg Borough complete this water service 
line inventory to ensure that your water is lead-free.

Published: July 25, 2024

Or fill out the survey  
you received with  

your water utility bill  
and return it to  

the Borough Water  
Department or  
Public Works. 

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

The community dining room is open to eligible diners (60+ 
and their spouses, or disabled individuals living in an assisted 
living facility). Dinner is served between 4 and 4:30 p.m. All 
meals are suggested donation only. Please call Mountain View 
Food Service at 772-4331 before noon for reservations 

Petersburg Indian Association has more infrastructure plans in the works
 
By HANNAH FLOR  
KFSK Radio 

Petersburg’s Wrangell Avenue where it meets Balder St. Photo courtesy of Hannah Flor/KFSK

 Arts in the Cove festival, formerly known as Arts and 
Seafood, is scheduled for Aug. 9 and 10 in the old ferry 
terminal at Coffman Cove. 

The festival — about 40 boat miles southwest of 
Wrangell on Prince of Wales Island — promotes local 
artisans and features everything from handmade fine art to 
crafts, soaps, candles, oils, jams, jellies, syrups, fur, seafood, 
smoked meats and fry bread. The festival also will feature 
live music and entertainment, along with prize raffles 
throughout the two days. 

The festival, which is free to attend, will run from 3 to 
10 p.m. Friday, Aug. 9, and noon to 10 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
10. Art and food booths will shut down at 8 p.m. on both 
nights but entertainment will run until 10 p.m. 

The Powers Band from Wrangell will perform Saturday 
night, followed by fireworks. Green Card Marriage, a band 
from Hollis, will also perform at the festival and there will 
likely be Native dancing, said Carla Morrison, president of 
the festival’s board. 

She said though the festival has a new name and a new 
board of directors this year, it’s the same great festival that 
has been running the second weekend in August since 2010, 
except in 2020 and 2021 when the COVID pandemic shut 
down a lot of activities. 

Morrison said they are expecting 300 to 400 people to 
attend the event, along with up to 40 vendors. 

This year’s festival also features a seafood dip contest 
and a fish poetry open mic event. 

Two Wrangell marine transportation businesses, Muddy 
Water Adventures and Breakaway Ferry and Freight, will 
make trips to Coffman Cove to ferry people from 
Petersburg and Wrangell who want to attend. 

Morrison said most of the vendors are from Prince of 
Wales Island, but some will venture from Wrangell, 
Ketchikan and other surrounding communities. 

Arts in the Cove still has space available for vendors and 
sponsors. Costs for vendors vary depending on the size of 
the booth but range from $40 to $100. To become a vendor 
at this year’s festival, visit www.artsinthecove.com to fill 
out an application. 

 
By BECCA CLARK  
Wrangell Sentinel reporter

Annual arts festival comes 
to Coffman Cove Aug. 9-10

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Community Calendar. 

Those with birthdays this week are: July 26: Andrew Weller, 
Derek Thorsen, Eric Nelson, Garitt Johntson, Sheri Wikan, Stacey 
Thorsen. July 27: Carol Stedman, Dell Johnson, Diana Gamez, John 
Stark, Stephanie Gonyea. July 28: Alison Fischer, Colleen Swanson, 
Michelle Parker, Scott Bagley. July 29: Casey Flint, Grace Bieber, 
Hilary Shoop, Nathan Thompson, Nyle Thomas. July 30: Becka 
Sternhagen, Eric Martinsen. July 31: Terry Wolf. August 1: Brittany 
Holten, Dianne Christensen, Rob Kivisto, Tausani Ieremia. 

Those with anniversaries this week are: July 30: Fred and Shelly 
Beltram. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-9393. 


