
A borough-owned parcel near 
Sandy Beach will undergo a 
rezoning process before it is 
auctioned for sale 

The Petersburg Borough 
Assembly weighed an 
application to purchase the 
vacant 2.3-acre lot at 1020 Sandy 
Beach Road and, with a 
contested vote, decided the 
parcel should be rezoned prior to 
selling it. 

Rezoning the lot would make it 
eligible for developing more 
single-family homes and align it 
with the zoning in the 
surrounding neighborhood 
along Sandy Beach Road. 

Now the parcel will be sent 
back to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission for a public hearing 
and recommendation to the 
assembly, where it will later 
return as an ordinance to 
approve the new zoning after 
three readings.  

Once rezoned, the borough 
may sell the property by outcry 
auction. 

Currently, the property has an 
assessed value of $129,300. It is 
zoned as Rural Residential, 
which allows for one single-
family home per acre and is 
designed for a more rural, lower 
density area. 

The surrounding Sandy Beach 
neighborhood is zoned Single-

Family Residential. There are 
two other parcels nearby that are 
also zoned Rural Residential; one 
is owned by Petersburg Bible 
Church, and the other is vacant 
borough-owned land. 

“As is written in here, all 
neighboring properties are 
Single-Family Residential. I 
imagine 40 years ago that might 
have been Rural Residential … 
but it’s pretty clear that’s a 
residential neighborhood, and I 
think that would be more 
consistent with the zoning of the 
neighborhood,” assembly 
member Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
stated of the rationale to rezone. 

Assembly member Scott 
Newman disagreed.  

 The Sandy Beach 
neighborhood, while zoned for 
single-family, is still “generally 
less dense” than other 
neighborhoods in Petersburg, 
according to a report by the 
Planning Commission. 

Noting that the two-acre parcel 
could be subdivided up to six 
lots if rezoned to Single-Family 
Residential, he said maintaining 
the parcel as Rural Residential 
“is more in keeping with the 
surrounding area of the 
neighborhood, and to change it 
would be counter to that.” 

Vice Mayor Donna Marsh also 
questioned the idea to rezone 
this parcel, but said, “keeping 
with the nature of the 
neighborhood as it exists, 

whether it was Single-Family 
Residential or Rural Residential, 
I think we can still arrive at the 
same destination.” 

Assembly member Newman 
also raised concerns regarding 
how lights from having multiple 
homes on the lot may potentially 
confuse pilots landing at the 
airport uphill. Newman also said 
he preferred to accommodate the 
wishes of the proposed 
purchaser of the land whose 
application was being 
considered. 

The applicant —former 
Petersburg Pilot owners Ron and 
Anne Loesch— stated no plans 
for immediate development and 
said the purchase would be for a 
long-term investment. 

They were out of town at the 
time of the assembly meeting, 
but requested the parcel be left 
zoned as Rural Residential.  

In a call with the Pilot days 
after the assembly meeting, Ron 

Loesch stated that the borough is 
entitled to do what they want 
with the property.  

“I’d asked that it be left Rural 
Residential because I have no 
plans of putting six or seven 
houses on that property, and 
they saw fit to do otherwise. So I 
guess that’s their prerogative,” 
said Loesch.  

He noted the nearby parcel that 
is also currently zoned as Rural 
Residential, and said if the 
borough is to rezone the one, it 
should also rezone the other. 

“I think [because] there are 
utilities close by, we should be 
rezoning that all into single 
family residential, because it can 
hold a higher density of 
dwellings than rural residential,” 
said Development Director Liz 
Cabrera at the assembly meeting 
Nov. 4. “Rural residential, we 
should reserve for areas where 
we don’t have water and sewer, 
where you want a larger 

minimum lot size to 
accommodate an on-site septic 
system.” 

She added that, in encouraging 
development, the borough can 
determine the best use of the 
land through the zoning process. 

“It would be up to the buyer in 
the long-term to decide whether 
or not they want to subdivide … 
we’re just wanting to rezone it 
before we sell,” said assembly 
member James Valentine. “It 
would essentially be up to the 
future buyers … whether or not 
they’ll split it.” 

The motion to rezone the 
parcel passed in a 5-2 vote, with 
assembly members Marsh and 
Newman opposed to the 
rezoning. 

The assembly then approved 
that the piece of property will be 
sold, after the zoning is changed, 
at an outcry auction with a 6-1 
vote, with assembly member 
Scott Newman opposed.
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The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on 
the Community Calendar. 

Those celebrating birthdays this week are: November 8: 
Rhoda Gilbert. November 9: Bret Parker, Jesse Birchell. 
November 10: Marjorie Robinson. November 11: Chris 
Basinger, Kent Wegener, Kim Simbahon. November 12: Kate 
Thompson. November 13: Diane Murph. November 14: 
Anne Tate, Gabe Volk, Ryan Tate, Zachariah Carroll. 

Those celebrating anniversaries this week are: November 
11: Tom and Cathy Purcella. November 14: Gregg and 
Barbra Magiserale. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-
9393.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

The Library will be closed 
Monday November 11 in 
Observance of Veterans Day. 

Regular Library Hours are: 
Monday – Thursday, 11 a.m. – 8 
p.m.; Friday – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 
6 p.m.; and closed on Sunday.  

Baby Raven Reads at the 
Library! With Teacher Brandi 
Heppe / Saturday, November 16 / 
11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. / All are 
invited to join us for a reading of 
Celebration! and Native Values 
followed by Alaska Native cultural 
and literacy activities for kids ages 
0 – 5. 

Wiggle & Giggle: Stories & 
Playtime Fun! / Thursdays, 11 
a.m. – Noon / For children ages 0 
– 5 with a caregiver 

Yoga with Karen Malcom / 
Saturdays, November 9 & 30 / 11 
a.m. – Noon / $5 Pay at Front Desk 
(MS/HS Students no charge) / 
Bring your own mat 

Yogi’s Playground with Ms. 
Barb! / Saturday, November 9 / 2 
– 2:45 p.m. / Kids ages 6 – 9 / 
Cost: FREE / Register at psglib.org 

Make Enamel Earrings with 
Ashley Lohr / Create handmade 
gifts for your holiday season! 
Beginners will make 1 pair while 
returning enamellers can make up 
to 3 pairs! / Thursday, November 
14 / 5 – 7:30 p.m. / For adults & 
teens ages 14+ / Cost: $$ (Limited 
space for MS/HS Students at no 
charge) / Register at psglib.org 

Robotics for Kids with 
Adrian Ducat! / Friday, 
November 22 / 3 – 4 p.m. / For 
kids in grades 1 – 5 / Cost: FREE / 
Register at psglib.org 
need technology help? The 

Library’s Digital Navigator can 
help. Book an appointment by 
contacting the Library’s front desk. 

Looking for an audio book, 
ebook, or online Magazine? 
Download the FREE Libby App 
today and have access to the 
Alaska Digital Library at your 
fingertips. 
need help? Let us know at 

907-772-3349 or 
library@petersburgak.gov 

Library news

Help us  
help you

 

As the days grow shorter it is incumbent upon  
Petersburg residents to mark your house and/or  
driveway with your address as to make it visible  

from a passing vehicle in the dark.  
For those who have already done so,  

please clear any overgrowth that may be  
covering your marker. 

 

   

for Vets and their spouses, widows of Vets,  
Active Duty Military, Coast Guard and National Guard.

To-go & delivery options  
also available  

Monday, Nov. 11 
Elks Lodge 

Program at 5:30 pm 
Dinner at 6:00 pm 

For reservations call 907- 772-4601

Moose Lodge #1092• Elks Lodge #1615 
Women of the Moose • Emblem Club #81  

Annual Veterans Day Dinner    

No!ce of PIA Elec!on
There shall be an elec!on of the Petersburg Indian 

Associa!on Tribal Council on January 7, 2025  
The following seats will be up for elec!on: 
Council Chair (President):     1 seat ‐ One‐Year 
Council Member:     3 seats ‐ Two‐Year 
SEARHC Representa!ve:     1 seat ‐ Three‐year 
SEARHC Representa!ve Alternate:  1 seat ‐ Three‐year 
 
All Declara!ons of Candidacy must be received by 

November 22, 2024.  
 

The complete list of declared candidates will be posted by 
November 25, 2024, on piatribal.org, PIA's facebook, and as 
a PSA on KFSK radio. A complete list of eligible write‐ins will 

be posted at the polls star!ng December 12, 2024. 
 

For more informa!on on how to 
run, where to get forms, eligibility 
requirements, absentee vo!ng, or 
registering as a member of PIA, please 
contact PIA 907‐772‐3636 or piaelec!on@piatribal.org
Published: October 24, 31, November 7 and 14, 2024

PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission, on 

Tuesday, November 12th, 2024, at 12:00 pm will be holding a 
meeting and conducting a public hearing in the Assembly 
Chambers located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The purpose of the 
public hearing is to receive public comment on the following:  

A. Consideration of an application from Madelaine Valentine  
for a conditional use permit to allow a private school in a 
single-family residential district at 607 EXCEL ST (PID: 
01-006-142). 

B.  Acceptance and scheduling of an application from John &  
Miriam Swanson for a special use permit to use a portion of 
a borough-owned ROW as a driveway at 1400 NORTH 
NORDIC DR. 

C.  Consideration of an application from Fin & Fjord  
Adventures to place remote signs on the sidewalk at 307 N 
1ST ST and 110 N NORDIC DR. 

D. Consideration of an application from Tides Inn of Petersburg  
LLC for a minor subdivision at 307 N NORDIC DR (PID: 
01-007-205). 

E. Consideration of a recommendation to the Borough Manager  
of an application from Skylark LLC to purchase borough-
owned property for a public benefit purpose at 1104, 1105, 
1107, 1111 ODIN ST AND LOTS 3 
and 5, PLAT 90-14, AND GOV’T 
LOT 21 (PID: 01-010-752, 01-010-
764, 01-010-760, 01-010-766, 
01-010-247, 01-010-245, 01-010-430). 

Published: November 7, 2024 

Public Notice  
The Secure Rural Schools and Community 

Self-Determination Act of 2000 (the Act), reauthorized in Public 
Law 117-58 and Public Law 117-102, requires a 45 day public 
comment period on the proposed use of Title III payment made 
to the Petersburg Borough in the amount of $54,882.38.  

Title III funds must be used in accordance with federal 
requirements.  On November 4th the Petersburg Borough 
Assembly approved the use of these funds for the purchase of 
Fire Department turnout gear sets.  One set of gear includes 
boots, pants, coat, gloves, Nomex hood and helmet.  

Following the public comment period, and after taking into 
consideration the comments received, the Petersburg Borough 
will issue a final decision on the proposed use of funds.  

Comments may be submitted in 
writing by December 23rd, 2024 to the 
Borough Finance Director at 
jtow@petersburgak.gov or regular 
mail to Borough Finance Office, PO 
Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833.   

More information can be found about the allowable uses of 
Title III funds at https://www.fs.usda.gov/working-with-us/secure-
rural-schools/categories. 
Published: November 7, 2024 

Public Notice 
Petersburg Borough 

 
Seeking Letters of Interest  

to Serve as Petersburg Borough’s 
Representatives to the Southeast Alaska Power 

Agency (SEAPA)   
The Petersburg Borough is accepting letters of interest from 

citizens who wish to serve the community as Board Member 
to the Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) for 
calendar year 2025. The Borough Assembly will appoint one 
voting member and one alternate to the SEAPA board.  

Letters of interest should be 
submitted to Clerk Thompson at the 
Borough offices located at 12 S. 
Nordic Drive; by sending to PO Box 
329, Petersburg, AK 99833; or by 
emailing to dthompson@petersburgak.gov.   Published: October 31 and November 7, 2024 
 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR  
THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT PETERSBURG 
In the Matter of the Estate of  ) 

 ) 
SHIGEKO SHIOMI KAINO  )   
DOB:  09/09/1929  ) 

 ) 
_____________________________)  CASE NO. 1PE-24-18PR

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that the court appointed Kerry Lance Kaino

as personal representative of this estate. All persons having claims
against the person who died are required to present their claims within
four months after the date of the first publication of this notice or the
claims will be forever barred.  

Date: 10/23/2024
Kerry Lance Kaino

  4716 NE 103rd Street
 Seattle, WA 98125-8140

206-234-2154
Published: October 31, November 7 and 14, 2024 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2024-17 

Ordinance #2024-17, an Ordinance Amending Various 
Sections of Chapter 4.28 of the Petersburg Municipal Code, 
Entitled Sales Tax, to add Definitions and Rules Regarding 
Particular Businesses, and to Specify Sales Tax Exemptions 
Required by Law, has been adopted by the Borough Assembly.  
Provisions of the ordinance take effect immediately.   

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2024-18 
Ordinance #2024-18, an Ordinance Adjusting the FY 2025 

Budget for Known Changes, has been adopted by the Borough 
Assembly. Provisions of the ordinance take effect immediately.  

A copy of these ordinances is 
posted at the municipal offices at 12 
S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, 
the City of Kupreanof, the Library, 
and the Municipal Harbor office for 
review during normal office hours.   
Published: November 7, 2024 

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard  

QUESTION  
& ANSWER

QUESTION:  
The Rules state that a seaplane 
shall _______. 
 
A. not be regarded as a vessel 
B. in general, keep well clear 
of all vessels 
C. proceed at a slower speed 
than surrounding vessels 
D. when making way, show the 
lights for a vessel not under 
command

ANSWER B. 
in general, keep well clear of 
all vessels

Source: U.S. Coast Guard

Sandy Beach parcel to 
enter rezone process

The two-acre lot at 1020 Sandy Beach Road outlined in a white box. 

 
By OLIVIA ROSE 
Pilot writer

year is deemed “inactive.” 
According to the borough, there are over a 

hundred vessels on the waitlist for permanent 
moorage space in Petersburg’s harbors; moorage 
is intended for active vessels, and inactive vessels 
using moorage spaces for “vessel storage” add to 
this backlog.  

Harbor Department records would be 
conclusive for determining if a vessel is inactive, 
and such inactive vessels would be subject to a 
vessel storage charge. 

The storage charge would be in addition to its 
moorage rate, and would be charged until the 
vessel is no longer considered “inactive.” 

Vessels without sleeping accommodations that 
are 32 feet long or less have the only exception; 
they still must leave the harbor for more than 24 
hours, but the hours may be nonconsecutive. 

Harbormaster Glo Wollen told the assembly 
that that distinction aims to accommodate active 
vessels that go out on day trips, but would not 
necessarily be absent overnight.  

Boats that meet that description can take a few 
day trips that are several hours long and still 
accommodate this rule. However, they ultimately 
still must be active vessels that leave for 24 hours 
in a year, otherwise the storage fee would be 
imposed on them. 

If inactive for two years, inactive vessel owners 
would also need to provide a marine condition 
survey to the borough. Any safety threats 
identified by the survey will need to be remedied, 
otherwise the vessel will be declared derelict. 

For vessels that remain inactive for three years 
after they are initially deemed inactive, the owner 
must provide particular insurance certificates to 
the borough, otherwise the vessel will be 

considered derelict. 
“Under this ordinance … it takes three years to 

actually determine whether a vessel is derelict or 
not, or whether it needs to be moved,” assembly 
member Bob Lynn remarked. “If a vessel hasn’t 
been moved in one year, it seems to me that at that 
point, we need to have some kind of proof of 
insurance on that boat … that we’re asking for into 
the third year.” 

Noting the expensive cost to the borough for 
removing derelict vessels, assembly member Lynn 
expressed interest in expediting some of the 
requirements following the third year to the first 
year of inactivity instead. 

Following his remark, Harbormaster Glo 
Wollen said that imposing the insurance 
requirement after three years of inactivity is 
intended to accommodate for the harbor’s 
“considerable” customer base that are self-insured. 

The lack of available space at the harbors is also 
an issue as the harbor operates on a shared 
moorage system —hot berthing— where multiple 
boats use the same docking space at different 
times; the harbor is able to sublet the moorage 
stalls of boats that move, and 20 percent of harbor 
revenue comes from having a spot for the transient 
fleet to tie up. 

That subletting revenue for the harbor is part of 
the rationale for charging an additional fee for a 
vessel, even a non-derelict vessel, that does not 
move, Wollen said.  

Ordinance 2024-23 passed unanimously in its 
first reading. 

“We have two more readings. Second reading 
has a public hearing … people that rent in the 
harbor have time to come and give their input,” 
said mayor Mark Jensen.

Continued from page 1
Storage fees
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