
and target brown crab.” 
Results of the 2024 summer 

stock assessments were pre-
sented at the Tanner and King 
Crab Task Force meeting in Pe-
tersburg last week. 

The 2024/25 Southeast 
Alaska Region mature male 
Tanner crab biomass is esti-
mated to be 3.3 million pounds 
— a drop of approximately 1.82 

million from the prior year esti-
mate of 5.2 million pounds. 

2.3 million pounds is the 
threshold required to open the 
commercial Tanner crab fishery. 

The assessment lists Tanner 
stocks in most areas of South-
east as moderate, poor, or below 
average – the exception is Sey-
mour Canal, which provided 
21% of last year’s commercial 
harvest and this year stands out 

with a “healthy” stock status. 
The duration of the Tanner 

fishery will be determined by 
in-season management, based 
on the fishing effort and the 
monitoring of biomass through 
daily tracking of the number of 
crabs per pot pulled, or catch 
per unit effort (CPUE).  

The currently harvest strat-
egy limits the take to 38 percent 
of the legal male biomass, 

meaning those males with a 
greater than 140 mm carapace 
width, of which 2.21 million 
pounds are forecast. That 
amounts to a maximum harvest 
of approximately 660,023 
pounds for 2024/2025.  

 
Golden King Crab 

After around a decade long 
downcycle of poor abundance 
and very low participation in 

the fishery, golden king crab in 
Southeast is in the midst of a 
resurgence, though not yet back 
up to the 700,000-pound har-
vest levels of around 2010.   

The golden king crab GHL 
for the 2024/2025 season will be 
341,500 pounds for Southeast 
Alaska, with specific GHLs set 
for management areas within 
the region. 

The strongest rebound in the 
golden crab biomass continues 
to be seen in East Central — the 
management area nearest to Pe-
tersburg which includes Freder-
ick Sound and lower Stephens 
Passage. 

East Central’s 2025 GHL is 
202,500 pounds — a notable in-
crease from 2024’s 150,000-
pound GHL, which, in turn, 
had been a more than ten-fold 
increase from 13,255 pounds in 
2023.  

During the 2024 season, East 
Central saw an emergency clo-
sure after the GHL was sur-
passed within four days of 
fishing, resulting in a golden 
king crab harvest of 293,718 
pounds.  

CPUE, or the number of 
crabs in each pot that gets 
pulled up, is one of the most re-
lied upon indicators of biomass. 
The 2024 average CPUE in East 
Central was 10.1 — a huge 
jump from the years between 
2015 and 2020 when the CPUE 
numbers in East Central ap-
peared to be at or below 1 
golden king crab per pot.    

As regulations currently 
stand, in 11-A, 60 percent of the 
annual guideline harvest level is 
allocated to the personal use 
fishery.  

Fifty percent of the total GHL 
can be taken during the summer 
personal use season from July 1 
through Sept. 30, and 10 percent 
can be taken in the winter sea-
son from Oct. 1 through March 
31. 

Commercial permit holders 
are allocated the remaining forty 
percent of the GHL; however, 
current regulations also state 
that if the department’s estimate 
of the of the available harvest of 
red king crab is below 200,000 
pounds the commercial fishery 
will not be opened for that year. 

“Available harvest” or GHL 
refers to the amount of surplus 
legal mature male king crabs 
that could be safely harvested, 
while still providing for long-
term reproductive viability of 
the crab stocks.     

In 2024, the GHL for red king 
crab in Southeast was 117,035 
pounds — so the commercial 
red crab fishery did not take 
place. It has been seven years 
since a commercial red king crab 
fishery was opened in South-
east.  

Proposal 242 asserts that Sec-
tion 11-A cannot support both 
personal use and commercial 
red king crab fisheries. They are 
asking the board to “provide en-
hanced protection of red and 
blue king crab stocks in Section 
11A … by prohibiting commer-
cial fishing in Section 11A” in 

order to “ensure a more sustain-
able resource for personal 
users.”  

The proposal states that, in 
the past, severe reductions in 
personal use limits followed 
seasons with commercial open-
ings. 

The proposal states that its 
aim is not to shut down com-
mercial red king crabbing in 
Southeast, and that all of the re-
maining sections will be eligible 
for commercial harvest in the 
event that crab populations 
meet the guidelines harvest lev-
els. 

Therein lies the problem for 
the region’s commercial red 
king crab permit holders.  

Section 11-A is the main area 

where the biomass is quickly 
improving. Without this section 
being included in the region’s 
biomass calculations the 
200,000-pound available harvest 
threshold might be impossible 
to meet.  

Last month, the Petersburg 
ADF&G Advisory Committee 
voiced their unanimous opposi-
tion to Proposal 242, comment-
ing in their recommendations to 
the Board of Fish that, “The 
200,000-pound threshold of 
legal male crab is rarely met to 
open a commercial fishery. Sec-
tion 11-A has the largest biomass 
in Southeast, if this shared GHL 
were allocated away from the 
commercial fishery, the thresh-
old would never be met. This 

would result in permanent clo-
sure of the commercial red king 
crab fishery.” 

Craig Evens, President of the 
Petersburg Vessel Owners Asso-
ciation told the Pilot that 
“PVOA is going to be actively 
opposing [Proposal 242] for a lot 
of reasons.” 

“They’ve already allocated 
60% to personal use there al-
ready,” said Evens. “If they give 
that whole area to personal use, 
it would essentially decrease 
our ability to have a fishery any-
where in Southeast. That is a 
necessary part of the biomass 
for us to have a fishery.” 

“[Red crab] is a well-estab-
lished fishery that’s been 
around forever,” said Evens. 

And unlike many commercial 
fisheries in the state, permits for 
the red crab fishery are almost 
entirely Alaskan-owned. 
“There’s just a ton of those per-
mits here in Petersburg. It’s a 
big thing — to keep the schools 
open and keep the lights on in 
Hammer & Wikan.”  

“Fisheries in general are hav-
ing a tough time: Halibut stocks 
are down and prices are not that 
great; salmon is challenging for 
marketing reasons and, you 
know, Russian fish; black cod is 
a challenge; pollock is a prob-
lem; Bering Sea crab is, you 
know, very small quotas,” said 
Evens. “So, to have another fish-
ery is really important for this 
town.”
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The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Community Calendar. 

Those celebrating birthdays this week are: December 20: 
Andrew Mattson, Aygies Gamez, Kayla Perry. December 22: 
Ella Hisaw. December 23: Isabelle Hammer, Gunner Washke, 
Tanner Washke, Wade Washke. December 24: Morgan Weaver, 
Andy Knight, Makayla Newman, Nancy Berg, Nick Espeseth, 
Susan Gierde. December 25: Larry Dunham, Marilyn Jones, 
Ronelle Beardslee. December 26: Katie Thomas, Kevin Zeman. 

Those celebrating anniversaries this week are: December 23: 
Paul and Angela Menish. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-
9393.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Library Hours: Monday – 
Thursday, 11 a.m. – 8 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., 
Closed Sunday 

The Library will be closed for the 
Holidays December 23 – 26 and 
January 1. 

Wiggle & Giggle: Stories & 
Playtime Fun! / Thursdays, 11 
a.m. – noon / For children ages 
0 – 5 with a caregiver 

Teen Game Night / Friday, 
December 20 / 7 – 9 p.m. / Cost: 
FREE / Register at psglib.org 

Baby Raven Reads with 
Teacher Brandi Heppe! / 
Saturday December 21 / 11 a.m. 
– 12:30 p.m. / Join us for a reading 
of Am’ala a Tsimshian story of 
strength adapted by Frank Henry 
Kaash Katasse followed by 
cultural and literacy activities for 
young children. 

Friends of Petersburg 
Libraries Annual Meeting / 
Saturday December 28 / 11 a.m. 
– noon / In the Ruth Sandvik 
Conference Room 

A Year of Reading / Monthly 
reading suggestions to challenge 
& inspire you through 2025 / 
Begins January 1 / For Adults & 
Teens ages 12+ / Prize Drawings 
Monthly & Quarterly! / Register 
at psg.beanstack.org 

Comic Drawing for Teens 
with Gus Petersen / Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, January 2-
3-4 / Comic drawing basics, 
layout planning, then draw and 
print a complete short book with 
cover! / Cost: FREE / Register 
at psglib.org 

Yoga with Karen Malcom / 
Saturday, January 4 /  11 a.m. – 
noon / $5 Pay at Front Desk 
(MS/HS Students no charge) / 
Bring your own mat 

Need technology help? The 
Library’s Digital Navigator can 
help. Book an appointment by 
contacting the Library’s front 
desk. 

Looking for an audio book, 
ebook, or online Magazine? 
Download the FREE Libby App 
today and have access to the 
Alaska Digital Library at your 
fingertips. 

Need help? Let us know at 
907-772-3349 or 
library@petersburgak.gov 

Library  
News

Senior Meals  
Monday, December 23 

Tuna Casserole, Mixed Vegetables, Dinner Roll, Grapes 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 24 & 25 

The kitchen will be closed for the holiday –  
Merry Christmas! 

Thursday, December 26 
Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes 

with Gravy, Mixed Vegetables, 
Dinner Roll, Fruit Salad 

Friday, December 27 
Pork Fried Rice, Broccoli, Pudding Cup, 

Jell-O with Fruit

207 N. Nordic Dr.  
 

772-9393

 Desk Calendars 
 Yearly Planners 

Wall Calendars 
& more

2025 
Calendars are HERE

PUBLIC NOTICE 
2025 PIA ELECTION CANDIDATES  
The candidates have been announced for the 2025 PIA 

election. This election will be held in the PIA conference 
room on January 6, 2025 from 8am to 7pm. The official 
list of candidates can be found on display at the PIA office, 
online at www.piatribal.org under the “election” tab, and on 
air on KFSK.  

For information on general 
election questions, voter 
eligibility, and more please go 
to www.piatribal.org under 
the “election” tab, or email 
piaelection@piatribal.org 

 
Eligible voters can come 

to the PIA conference room located at 15 N. 12th Street to 
cast their vote for their 2025 Tribal Council. 

 
Go to the Polls and Vote Early 

Early Voting Days 
Thursday, December 12, 2024 - 8am to 11am 

Friday, December 20, 2024 - 5pm to 7pm 
Saturday, December 28, 2024 - 8am to 7pm 

Election Day 
Monday, December 6, 2025 - 8am to 7pm 

 
Published: December 12, 19 and 26, 2024

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

907-518-1444 • Corner of 5th & Gjoa Streets   
First Baptist Church Petersburg  www.fbcpetersburg.com

Sunday:  9:15a - Bible Classes  
• 10:30a - Family Worship     
Wednesday:   
• 6p - Outreach Fellowship Meal  
• 7p - LIFE Group in Fellowship Hall 
            

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard  

QUESTION  
& ANSWER

QUESTION:  

A power-driven vessel is 

underway and fishing with 

trolling lines. This vessel ____. 

 

A. must keep out of the way of 

sailing vessels 

B. must sound a one 

prolonged, two short blasts 

signal in restricted visibility 

C. is the stand-on vessel when 

overtaking power-driven 

vessels 

D. All of the above

ANSWER A. 

must keep out of the way of 

sailing vessels

Source: U.S. Coast Guard

at Petersburg School District

NO SCHOOL 
NO MEALS WILL BE PROVIDED  

DURING HOLIDAY BREAK.  
************ 

WE WISH ALL OUR STUDENTS A 
WONDERFUL AND SAFE VACATION. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

• 772-4234 •  
• 800-950-4265 

 
 
 
 
 

The community dining room is open to eligible diners (60+ and 
their spouses, or disabled individuals living in an assisted living 
facility). Dinner is served at 5 p.m. All meals are suggested 
donation only. Please call Mountain View Food Service at 772-
4331 before noon for reservations.

House District 2 Representative Rebecca Himschoot will be 
holding a Cookies and Constituents event at the Petersburg 
Legislative Information Office at 11B Gjoa Street on December 23 
from 12 p.m. – 2 p.m. She will also be available for individual 
appointments from December 22 through December 24. Please call 
907-465-3732 to schedule an appointment.

Representative  Himschoot will 
be available on December 23

P: 907-772-9393 
Email: 

pilotpub@gmail.com  

Classifieds 
deadline is 
Tuesday at 

5pm 

Continued from page 1

Red Crab proposal #242

A different proposal seeks to revive the red king crab fishery 
through adopting a “biologically based” harvest strategy

Proposal 243 — which was developed over several BOF cycles 
through collaboration between ADF&G and permit holders — 
asks for major changes to the Southeast Alaska Red King Crab 
Management Plan.  

The 200,000-pound GHL threshold currently required before 
the commercial red crab fishery can be opened is an economic 
threshold, ADF&G Regional Shellfish Biologist Adam Messmer 
told the Pilot.  

“Processors said they couldn’t make any money if we fished 
under that amount,” said Messmer, and the level “was set years 
ago when red king crab was not worth as much as it is today.” 

Proposal 243 asks, instead, for a harvest strategy that is “bio-
logically based.” 

It proposes that in years when the 200,000-pound GHL thresh-
old is met, the competitive commercial fishery would still be con-
ducted as usual; however, in years with a lower GHL, a smaller 
conservatively managed commercial fishery could be conducted 

through the introduction of an individual catch limit (ICL) for 
commercial permit holders.  

Fishery managers would determine a total allowable catch, 
based on biological requirements for a sustained yield, and then 
divide that allowable catch by the number of commercial permits 
eligible for the fishery.   

The proposed ICL plan says that individual limits for permit 
holders would alleviate the risk of exceeding the GHL while al-
lowing for modest harvest of the surplus king crab during lower 
abundance years. 

Petersburg’s ADF&G Advisory Group expressed unanimous 
approval of Proposal 243.  

Written public comment on proposals can be submitted 
through the Board of Fisheries webpage through Jan. 14, 2025, 
for proposals scheduled for the Southeast and Yakutat Finfish 
and Shellfish Meeting taking place in Ketchikan Jan. 28 
through Feb. 9. 

Continued from page 1

Tanner and golden king crab

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT PETERSBURG 

In the Matter of 

THE SWANSON FAMILY 
LIVING TRUST.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS IN THE MATTER OF THE  
POSTMORTEM ADMINISTRATION OF  

THE SWANSON FAMILY LIVING TRUST 
 

Notice is given under Alaska Statute 13.36.368 that Lewellyn
Elholm Swanson, of Petersburg, Alaska, died on November 7, 2024,
and that Colleen Swanson is the surviving Trustee of the Swanson
Family Living Trust (“Trust”). All persons or entities having claims
against the decedent or the Trust are required to present their claims
within four months after the date of the first publication of this notice
or their claims will be forever barred. Claims must be presented to
Colleen Swanson, Trustee of the Swanson Family Living Trust c/o
O’Connor Law LLC, 2527 Ridge Pointe Drive, Anchorage, Alaska
99515. 

Dated this 14th day of December, 2024. 
Published: December 19 and 26, 2024 and January 2, 2025


