
The five men lost in the sink-
ing of a commercial fishing 
boat near Hoonah early Sunday 
had just delivered a load in 
Juneau and were making a last 
run before the fishing season 
ended. 

The Sitka-based Wind 
Walker was transiting out to 
North Pacific fishing grounds 
when the boat capsized about 
25 miles southwest of Juneau, 
according to several fishing in-
dustry representatives. The Na-
tional Weather Service had 
forecast gale-force winds in the 
area, as well as freezing spray 
and snow. 

The Coast Guard said the 
boat issued a VHF radio may-
day call “reporting they were 
overturning” just before 12:10 
a.m. Sunday. The search for 
survivors continued for nearly 
24 hours and covered more 
than 108 square nautical miles 
before it was suspended Mon-
day. 

The Coast Guard has started 
an investigation into the inci-
dent, according to Petty Officer 
1st Class Shannon Kearney. 

Authorities on Tuesday 
identified the five missing men 
as Travis Kapp, Michael Brown, 
Emilio Celaya-Talamantez, 
Jacob Hannah and Alex Ireland, 
who used the name Alex Za-
mantakis on social media. 

Kapp is listed as the owner 
of the Wind Walker, according 
to a commercial fishing data-
base that describes the boat as a 
52-foot, diesel-powered vessel 
equipped with pots, longline 
and purse seine gear as well as 
1,000-gallon holding and live 
tanks. 

The boat delivered halibut 
and black cod at the Alaska 
Glacier Seafoods Inc. dock in 

Juneau on Saturday, according 
to an employee. Then the vessel 
took on ice and bait and de-
parted for one last run before 
the season closes this week. 

“They were headed back 
out,” said Linda Behnken, a 
commercial fisherman out of 
Sitka for more than 40 years 
and executive director of the 
Alaska Longline Fishermen’s 
Association. 

The vessel departed Juneau 
at about 7:45 p.m. Saturday, ac-
cording to a vessel tracking 
service. 

The boat’s crew issued an 
emergency mayday call at 12:07 
a.m., the Coast Guard said. A 
state ferry in the area watched 
as the boat’s signal disappeared 
just over 10 minutes later. 

Coast Guard officials said 
searchers located seven cold-
water immersion suits and two 
strobe lights but no signs of 
any of the people aboard the 
vessel. 

The sinking occurred near 
Point Couverden in Icy Strait, a 
deep but confined channel 
that’s prone to big currents and 
waves that can “really stack up 
if the wind is against the cur-
rent,” Behnken said. 

“Other boats are still fish-
ing, not a lot,” she said. “Most 
are off the grounds and un-
loading as he had. I don’t know 
that anybody else was heading 
back out into the weather that 
he was heading out into.” 

A marine forecast issued 
that afternoon for the southern 
Lynn Canal area the boat 
would have passed through in-
cluded a gale warning with 
north winds to 35 knots, 7-foot 
seas and freezing spray 
through the night with snow, 
according to Nicole Ferrin, a 
Juneau-based warning coordi-
nation meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service. 

The forecast for northern 
Chatham Strait, the next part of 
the trip, called for sustained 
winds of 30 knots and gusts to 
40 knots, or about 45 mph, Fer-
rin said. An observation point 
near the area the boat went 
down registered sustained 40-
knot winds with higher gusts, 
she said. 

The Alaska Marine Highway 
System ferry Hubbard, carry-
ing 24 crew and 110 passengers, 
diverted to assist the Wind 
Walker. Within an hour of the 
mayday call, state officials say, 
the ferry captain described 50-
knot winds out of the north, 
driving snow, freezing spray 
and 6- to 8-foot waves. 

Kapp bought the Wind 
Walker this year, according to 

the state database. 
The market for black cod, 

also known as sablefish, was 
depressed this year. Generally, 
industry advocates say, com-
mercial fishermen and proces-
sors are grappling with 
challenges like worker short-
ages, a changing climate, and 
market upheavals. 

“It’s been a tough year. 
Commercial fishermen are 
under a lot of pressure espe-
cially ... newer entrants trying 
to make big boat payments or 
support their families,” 
Behnken said. “They’re feeling 
a lot of pressure right now to 
make what they can. It’s an in-
herently dangerous occupation, 
but this time of year, those dan-
gers just increase.” 

People in Sitka say this has 
been a difficult year for the 
community as well. 

Two teens died and three 
were rescued in January after 
their boat capsized on the re-
turn from a hunting trip near 
Chichagof Island. In Septem-
ber, a 16-year-old was killed 
and three teens injured after 
their vehicle rolled into a steep 
ravine on the way home from a 
fishing trip, according to local 
media reports. Just over a 
month ago, commercial fishing 
advocate Tad Fujioka was 
killed by a bear on a deer-hunt-
ing trip. 

“We’ve lost quite a few boats 
and friends and people are just 
struggling to understand it and 
carry on,” Behnken said. 

Page 18  Pilot  December 5, 2024 Pilot   December 5, 2024   Page 11Obituary/Public Notice Dockside

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

PETERSBURG  
MEDICAL CENTER 

Quality care, close to home  
PMC: 907-772-4291 • Clinic: 907-772-4299

Carolyn Hansen 
Nov 30, 1937 – Oct 30, 2024  

Carolyn Verna Hansen, 86, passed away un-
expectedly at home in Seattle on October 30, 
2024. A devoted wife, mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, Carolyn’s family was her 
most prized treasure. She was married to her 
husband, Norman, for 65 years until his passing 
in January 2024.  

Carolyn was born in Petersburg, Alaska on 
November 30, 1937 to Henry and Verda 
(Garner) Grindrod, along with her twin sister 
Marolyn. Carolyn often described her childhood 
and teenage years as cold and snowy outside, 
but warm and comforting inside with family 
and friends in a small-town atmosphere. She 
graduated from Petersburg High School as vale-
dictorian of her class. 

After high school Carolyn attended Western 
Washington (College) University before moving 
to Seattle where she went to work for the LaBow 
Haynes Insurance Co.  It was during that time 
she met Norman. In May of 1958 they were mar-
ried in Seattle. Their honeymoon was a trip to 
Hawaii. 

Carolyn took on the role of running the 
household and providing a loving and comfort-
able home environment, rich with social gath-
erings. She enjoyed cooking, baking, 

entertaining and expressed herself with dec-
orative touches that transformed their home 
into an inviting space for every holiday and so-
cial gathering. She was a voracious reader and 
also very active in social events at Sand Point 
Country Club (winning a number of best cos-
tume awards with Norman). Carolyn also 
found time to model in the 1980’s with NW 
Models & Talent agency in Seattle appearing in 
a number of local catalogs.  

Their home in Hawthorne Hills was always 
the hub of activity for family and friends. Caro-
lyn made sure her three kids kept busy with lots 
of sports and activities. With Norm’s demand-
ing work travel, she was the one who attended 
all her kids' sports events... cheering loudly and 
offering an occasional suggestion of more play-
ing time (much to the chagrin of the coaches and 
her kids). Once the kids were out of school she 
enjoyed traveling to Mexico and Eagle Crest in 
Oregon with her husband and family. 

She will be remembered as a source of inspi-
ration, kindness, and love and she will be 
deeply missed. 

She is survived by sons, Kevin N. (Kimber-
lee) Hansen, Colin B. (Terri Yoshimura) Hansen, 
and daughter, Sonja D. Stewart; 6 grandchil-
dren, 2 great-grandchildren; twin-sister,  
Marolyn Darmer, extended family and friends. 

A celebration of life will be held in early 2025. 
An announcement about the date and location 
will be forthcoming.  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2024-12 

Ordinance #2024-22, an Ordinance Clarifying That Property 
Obtained by Foreclosure and which the Assembly Determines to 
Sell is Exempt from Sale Procedures and Requirements of 
Petersburg Municipal Code Chapters 16.12 and 16.16. Provisions 
of the ordinance take effect December 2, 2024.   

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2024-23 
Ordinance #2024-23, an Ordinance amending Chapter 14.20 

of the Petersburg Municipal Code, Municipal Harbors, To Adopt 
Provisions Regarding Inactive Vessels. Provisions of the 
ordinance take effect December 2, 2024.  

Copies of the ordinances are 
posted at the municipal offices at 12 
S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, 
the City of Kupreanof, the Library, 
and the Municipal Harbor office for 
review during normal office hours.    
Published: December 5, 2024 

JOBS 
 
Petersburg School District is 
hiring a full-time evening cus-
todian. Year-round position with 
benefits like paid time off, low-
cost Health Insurance, and 
PERS retirement. More info at 
www.pcsd.us and apply online 
at www.alaskateacher.org 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x12-12b35 

Envision International Group 
is looking for temporary day 
labor to load and unload moving 
trucks in Petersburg. The pay is 
$23 to $25.00 per hour. Please 
call 623-326-7731 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x12-12b28 

Job opening at Petersburg In-
dian Association for Assistant 
Tribal Administrator who will 
provide support for the TA in-
cluding clerical duties, commu-
nication management, and 
assisting programs and projects. 

SPERL  
RESIDENTIAL LLC. 

General Contractor
 28 years  
 experience  
 building in SE Alaska. 
New and Remodel Projects 
Call or text: 907-518-1604 

donaldsperl@gmail.com

772-BIKE-(2453)

Musical Equipment & Lessons
907-978-6365

Classifieds

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that the 

Planning Commission, on Tuesday, 
December 10th, 2024, at 12:00 pm 
will be holding a meeting and 
conducting a public hearing in the 
Assembly Chambers located at 12 
South Nordic Drive. The purpose of the public hearing is to 
receive public comment on the following:  

A.   Final Plat approval for an application from John and  
       Miriam Swanson for major subdivision and vacation  
       of a portion of the Ramona St right-of-way at 1320  
       Nordic Dr. (PID: 01-002-161).  
B.    Recommendation to the Borough Assembly to rezone 
       Lot 13B, Plat#2008-15 from Rural Residential to 
       Single-Family Residential at 1020 Sandy Beach Rd. 
       (PID: 01-014-700).  
C.   Recommendation to the Borough Assembly to establish    
       a Marine Industrial Overlay District at the Port Dock 
       area and Scow Bay Turnaround area. 

Published: December 5, 2024 

907-772-3662907-772-3662 
www.tonkaseafoods.com 
P.O. Box 1420 • Petersburg, AK 99833

ORDERRDER  
SmokedSmoked TurkeyTurkey    

andand SmokedSmoked    
PrimePrime R Ribib  

foror youryour H Holidayiday D Dinnerinners

Christmas Specials 
6 - 8oz Smoked Sockeye pouches. $85 

6 - 6.5oz Smoked Sockeye cans.... $65 
shipping included

Order Deadline is  
Monday, December 16

‘Headed back out’:   
5 men lost in fishing boat sinking  
near Hoonah ran into gale-force winds
 
By ZAZ HOLLANDER 
Anchorage Daily News

How to find a perfect Christmas present? 
Check our NEW inventory!

 LARGE INVENTORY  
OF LAPTOPS

Gift Cards 
in Any Amount!

Get Expert  
Advice  

& Practical  
Solutions  

for All Of Your  
Marine Electronics 

Needs    
GREAT DEALS  

on GPS Plotters, Radars, Sounders,  
AIS & more  

Multifunction Navnet 
Displays tzt 12f & tzt16x

907-772-3100  114 HARBOR WAY 
WEB:WWW.HOMEPORTELECTRONICS.COM

Tech Gifts for 
Everyone on  

Your Shopping List

IINN
VVEESSTT  iinn Do your shopping at local businessesPetersburgPetersburg  



Salary: DOE. FT or PT. Full job 

description available at pia-

tribal.org or the PIA front desk. 

Open until filled.  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn8-29b46 

Billikin Transfer is looking for 

day workers to load and unload 

vans. Call 907-772-3123 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-9b14 

 

 

SERVICES 
 
Now accepting new payroll 
and bookkeeping clients. Free 

consultation.  Email bkand-

tax@gmail.com 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5x1-2b14 

Need help filing your 1099’s 

and W-2’s Let me ease your 

holiday stress. Email Tiffany at 

bkandtax@gmail.com 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8x1-23b17 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Competitive Printing - No ob-

ligation price quotes. 10 -14 

day delivery on many jobs. Pe-

tersburg Pilot. 207 N. Nordic 

Drive. Call for prices. 772-

9393. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x12-5dh 

Rubber stamps available at 

Petersburg Pilot. Custom made 

to your size and specifications. 

207 N. Nordic Drive. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x12-5dh 

 

SALES 
 
Christmas Gifts and Decora-
tions. Stop by after the Bazaar. 

Saturday & Sunday 2-4pm  

Curry, 209 Sandy Beach Road. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x12-5b19 

 

NOTICES 

 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255
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Does someone  
you know  

want  
a bike  

for  
Christmas? 

907-772-2453
Wheelhouse Bike will be open 

Tuesday, December 17  
thru Monday, December 23 

11am- 6pm 
Gift Certificates, New Bikes  

and Accessories

Kimberly Robson 

Massage  
Therapist

Christmas  Special  10%  off   
Gift Certificates 

December only
Scan QR code and schedule  
an appointment online.  
If you don't see a time or day that  
works for you call or text and  
we can get you in for a massage.

907-957-1788 
100 North Nordic Drive 

Email: massagerobson@gmail.com 
Website: massagerobson.com

It’s a great time to prepare for 
the coming winter season!

ASK ABOUT  
NEW UPDATED  
TOYOSTOVE MODELS

! FREE PRICE QUOTE AND HEATING EVALUATION, Monitor 
brand stoves have been discontinued since 2011 and OEM parts are no 
longer being produced. Call for additional information and current prices 
for replacing aging heating systems with readily available products.

Now Installing Energy Star Rated Heat Pumps!  
Upgrade Your Home Comfort Today!

KIVISTO REPAIR 
HEATING SERVICES   

(907)-650-0320   •   rkivisto11@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 1781, Petersburg, AK 99833

OBI Seafoods Petersburg 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at OBI

Visit 
www.obiseafoods.com  

to view job  
opportunities  

in our company 

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

• ON THE JOB TRAINING FOR CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT: 
-Training wage $20.25, Certified CNA starting at $22.50 
-Weekend Differential $2.50 per hour / Nights $3 per hour 

 
• LAB & IMAGING RECEPTION/ REGISTRATION:  

-Starting at $21 per hour dependent upon experience 
 
• MATERIALS / PURCHASING ASSISTANT 

- Starting at $21.35 per hour dependent upon experience 
 
• DIET AIDE 

- Starting at $19 per hour dependent upon experience 
- Weekend Differential $2.50 per hour / Evening shift $1.25 per hour 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions & to apply online 

 
Additional career oportunities  

are listed at pmcak.org

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available 
at www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

  
There are exciting career opportunities available at  

PETERSBURG MEDICAL  
CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is  
accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance 
• Enrollment in State of AK PERS 
• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave 
• Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount  
 

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

Salary DOE but minimum starting wage $24 per hour.  
Part Time and Full Time positions available.

 Job 
Openings

• Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor: 
$20.16/hour 

 - On Call, Swing and Grave Shifts available. Training Provided! 
 - Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at one year 
 - Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour & Grave shift = $1.25/hour. 

• Police Dispatcher/Corrections O!cer: $26.16/hour 
 - Training Provided * 12 hour shifts 
 - Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250 at one year 

• Police O!cer: $33.50/hour – 12 hour shifts 
Join our team at the Police Department and enjoy great shifts with 

all the pay but half the days worked per month!  
12-hour rotating shifts provide excellent flexibility in your schedule. 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour & Grave shift = $1.25/hour. 

SCAN THE QR 
CODE for more 

information! 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
• Health Insurance • Dental Insurance 

• Life Insurance • Retirement  
• Paid Time Off 

Full job descriptions and employment applications 
can be obtained from the Borough’s website  

at https://www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at the front desk  

of the Borough office, 12 S. Nordic Street;  
or via email at bregula@petersburgak.gov  

Call Becky at 907-772-5404 for more information.

The Petersburg Borough is accepting applications  
for the following positions:

Wed. - Sat. 10a - 6p 

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  FIBRE INC.

Christmas season kick-off 

Hundreds of folks gathered 
downtown Friday, Nov. 29, for 
this year’s Petersburg Christ-
mas Tree Lighting. Donning an 
array of light-up accessories 
and holding candles aflame, 
people of all ages followed 
Santa Claus, who rode aboard a 
fire truck, with many joining 
Nathan Lopez in caroling along 
the walk through the snow-cov-
ered street on Nordic Drive to reach the towering, unlit Christmas tree standing at the municipal 
building, thanks to Public Works. A crowd formed in the parking lot to see Rebel McGrath sing, the 
Southeast Dance Force pass out hot chocolate while performing a holiday routine, and finally greet 
Elly Hager as the town’s Tree Lighter. 
Before the switch was flipped, Sarah Holmgrain shared a bit about Hager, who moved to Petersburg 
in 1979: Hager ran a local business for three decades, supported “countless community events,” 
and even while retired she “continues to give her time and energy to local causes,” such as in her 
position for The Loyal Order of the Moose. “She embodies dedication, compassion, and a strong 
sense of community. Her years of impactful service and leadership make her highly deserving of 
this recognition,” said Holmgrain. Arm-and-arm with Santa Claus, Hager was welcomed to the stage 
by a cheering crowd.  In her duty as this year’s Tree Lighter, she flipped the large switch and the 
Christmas tree suddenly lit up with a colorful and bright array of lights, decorated by staff from PMPL 
and IBEW. 
The gathering sang “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” for Hager before she departed the stage — 
kicking off the wintery holiday season in Petersburg on a chilling evening. 

OLIVIA ROSE  / Petersburg Pilot

Classifieds  
WORK  

• 772-9393 
Cost as little as 

$12.00 for up to 15 
words. 40¢ for  

 additional words. 
6% city sales tax  

additional. 


